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HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 

JESUS 


Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. (Luke 2, 11-12). 



REMEMBER WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT. 
COME TO CHURCH THIS CHRISTMAS. 

Please photocopy this poster or cut it out, and put it in your window this Christmas 


Inside The Door 


Jeremy Irons talks about God in his life — page 2. 
Milton Keynes’ Christian Festival — page 5. 

How David Winter makes Christmas last forever — 
page 8. 


Joseph’s story of The Nativity — page 9. 

A Christmas game for everyone to play — page 10. 
What’s on — page 19. 

Profile of the Salvation Army — page 20. 


A Christmas 
message from 
the Bishop 


“Are you happy?” said 
the lady as she looked me 
intently in the eye. That 
was the rather embarrass- 
ing question I was once 
asked as a young curate. 
The lady was American. 
In England we do not 
usually ask such searching 
personal questions. 

For most of us life is a 
mixture of good times and 
bad, pleasure and pain, hap- 
piness and unhappiness. And 
even God can’t make that 
different. No one can have 
continuous happiness, in the 
ordinary sense of the word. 
What Christ does offer us is 
joy. “So you have sorrow 
now, but I will see you 
again and your heart will 
rejoice, and no-one will take 
your joy from you.” (John 
16,22). 

I hope you find much 
happiness this Christmas 
with friends and family, re- 
laxing, walking, talking and 
enjoying yourself. God does 
not begrudge us our innocent 
pleasures: He wants them 
for us. But even more He 
wants us to have that joy 
which nothing can destroy 
and no one can take from 
us, which can be with us in 
even the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

The source of this joy is 
quite simple — God Himself. 
His love which creates the 
world, which forms us and 
which works ceaselessly for 
our well-being is sheer joy. 
And the way to find it is no 


less simple — turn to Him 
in prayer and put ourselves 
in His hands. “God, you are 
the source of my being, the 
goal of all my longing — I 
am yours.” In the second 
we say that, a miracle takes 
place. God’s unending, un- 
breakable joy touches our 
hearts. 

I will be going to church 
this Christmas because I 
believe this joy has come 
amongst us. The carols, the 
cheerful decorations, the 
lights and the crib, all sing 
of one thing. God has made 
Himself available to us in 
human form. He has revealed 
Himself to us in a human 
heart and mind. In His 
eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
He has become as vulnerable 
as a babe. 

In Christ God has gone 
more than half-way to meet 
us. Through His Spirit, He 
comes towards us every mo- 
ment of our lives. He is 
present with us in a way 
which knows our life from 
the inside; and we can be 
present with Him. “Thou 
shalt show me the path of 
life; in thy presence is the 
fullness of joy: and at thy 
right hand there is pleasure 
for evermore.” (Psalm 
16,12). 

That’s what it’s all about 
for me. That’s why I will be 
in church on Christmas Day. 

May the fullness of this 
Christmas joy be yours now 
and always. 

4- Richard Oxon 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 

OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 
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Acting for a better world 


XGod has always meant 

something to me, but He 

seems to change as my 
understanding of Him 
changes. As a child it was 
all very pictorial. The main 
lessons were taught rather 
like fairy stories — which 
still stand me in good stead, 
because the truth is always 
within them, even though 
they were couched in chil- 
dren’s language. 

I remember school servi- 
ces with particular affection: 
beautiful words, the 
Magnificat, .the Nunc Dimit- 
tis — so rarely heard now. I 
have missed the hymn sing- 
ing, with 600 boys voices 
hitting the roof. Like most 
boys coming through Confir- 
mation, I got very religious 
at that time. I have poems I 
wrote then, and in some of 
them I am talking to God. 

When I left school I work- 
ed as a social worker in a 
parish in Camberwell. It 
was without a vicar, and 
had two worker priests doing 
the things you need to be 
ordained to do. I did the 
rest: running the youth club 
on Sunday nights, all the 
visiting, liaising with social 
services. I played the organ 
a bit, and even did the 
preliminary marriage inter- 
views! I used to sit in the 
cold vestry on a Monday 
night, and couples who want- 
ed to get married would 
come along and register with 
me and I would give them a 
preliminary talk! But after 
four or five months I dis- 
covered I was really too 
selfish to remain in Social 
work. I kept getting more 
involved than one should, 
instead of remaining de- 
tached. So I auditioned for 
a theatre job instead. 

Being myself 

There is not such a differ- 
ence between acting and 
social work. I believe love 
is what makes the world go 
round. Certainly, where you 
find a lack of it there you 
find trouble. And if we say 
part of love is communica- 
tion, opening ourselves to 
each other, whether it be in. 
the form of writing a novel, 
painting a picture or having 


a conversation, then acting 
is just that. Once I’m on 
stage or in the front of a 
camera. I’m communicating 
as deeply as I can to an 
audience, and they will re- 
ceive it as they wish. 

As individuals, we all con- 
tain many parts, though in 
our lives we normally use 
just a little bit of ourselves, 
a tiny strand. What I try to 
do through acting is to find 
other strands in myself, 
whether it be a religious 
one as in The Mission , or 
an enigmatic one as in Re- 
versal of Fortune. I’m lying 
if I say I’m pretending to be 
someone else, because I 
can’t know other people as 
profoundly as I know myself. 
If I’m not to use myself, 
who am I to use? 

The Mission had a pro- 
found effect on me at the 





%% ttjfc of 

Jeremy Irons 


time I made it, especially 
working with Dan Berrigan, 
a Jesuit Priest from New 
York, who was my mentor 
during the filming. Dan is a 
truly great man who has 
been a thorn in the Vatican’s 
side for many years. He and 
his brother Jerry, amongst 
other things, head an organi- 
sation called Ploughshares. 
For over 15 years they have 
constantly broken into nu- 
clear bases, daubed red paint 
(blood) on the weaponry, 
then waited to be arrested. 
Dan lives life with faith and 
it gives him the most enor- 
mous strength. So I didn’t 
want to waste the opportun- 
ity and just play the trap- 
pings of a priest. I wanted 
to do justice to those extra- 
ordinary men. I wanted to 
portray faith. 

In his book Father 
Berrigan describes his role 
in that film as pneumatic — 
keeping me pumped up with 
faith — and I fear 1 was 
rather a leaky vessel! I 


spent lots of time with him, 
going into retreat and talking 
through the Jesuit induction. 
I think I changed a bit, and 
most days I would have a 
very unselfconscious dia- 
logue with God. I was fasting 
before one particular scene, 
because I found if I fasted 
for a day it really brightened 
my mind and I said to God: 
“You really have to help 
me on this scene, because 
it’s terribly important and if 
I get it wrong it will reflect 
very badly on you.” Looking 
at the scene now, I think 
He had a hand in it some- 
where. 

Great admiration 

My wife is Catholic and 
my children are Catholics, 
and I have grown to love 
the Catholic Mass, but I 
don’t think about becoming 
a Catholic because I don’t 
like the clubs. I do go to 
Mass with the family some- 
times, and I do receive 
Communion, though the 
priest would be within his 


rights to refuse me. In order 
to marry my Catholic wife, 
I had to have my first 
marriage to a Protestant girl 
annulled. I had great admir- 
ation for the priests who 
endlessly interviewed not 
only me, but my friends and 
my parents. I remember 
one question: “If you ran 
out of petrol on the motor- 
way, what would happen?” 
We tend to blank out our 
failures, and what he was 
doing was making me exam- 
ine the breakdown of my 
marriage so that I would 
see the reasons for it clearly 
and hopefully not make the 
same mistake again. I really 
appreciated it and thought: 
“This is some Church which 
hasn’t given over the respon- 
sibility of divorce to the 
state.” 

I don’t believe in a God 
‘up there’. I’m reminded by 
that pre-Raphaelite picture 
of Jesus with the lantern 
knocking on the door. He 
shows that He is there in all 
of us if we care to hear 
him. I’m not sure about life 
after death, but I’m prepared 
to believe there may be 
more to it than intellect 
can comprehend. It’s not, 
actually, a subject I think 
much about. 


‘I believe love is what makes the world go 
round. Certainly where you find a lack of 
it, then you find trouble.’ 


It’s easier for me to see 
the afterlife as being how 
we leave the world when we 
die. For me, the afterlife is 
the people and places we 
have touched in our lives. 
We all have the choice to. 
be either a good or an evil 
influence. That’s the bequest 
we leave behind us. I’m not 
very proud of the inheritance 
we’re leaving our children 
now. It doesn’t seem much 
like heaven, we are pollut- 
ing, raping and pillaging our 
world. We are just beginning 
to appreciate the earth as 
one entity, the survival of 
which depends upon our 
behaviour. 

Huge hunger 

It is our responsibility, 
and we are all interdepen- 
dent on each other, so that 
if the desert is expanding 
and there is huge hunger, 
then we have to find a way 
to deal with that. If the 
forests are being decimated, 
we must try to stop it. I’m 
not sure how, but I know 
that the profligacy of natural 
resources in the northern 
hemisphere is absolutely 
wrong. I know that families 
with four cars is wrong. I 
know that cities lit up at 
night is absolutely wrong, 
because we are wasting limit- 
ed resources and we want 
the world to go on for 
another thousand gener- 
ations. For me, that is the 
afterlife. Responsible action 
jnow, not pie in the sky. 

I find it easiest to see 
God in children. When I 
was working on The Mission , 
I used to go into a particular 
church which had a statue 
of the Madonna and Child, 
and I would sit and look at 
that child and there was 
God. It’s one reason why 
Christmas with children is 
the best, seeing it through 
their eyes. It’s also a time 
for thinking about rebirth 
and renewal , and that won- ^ 
derful feeling of starting j 
again with a clean slate. * 

Jeremy Irons was born on 
the Isle of Wight , where his 
father was a chartered ac- 
countant. When he was 13 
he moved with his mother to 


Henley , and now again lives 
in Oxfordshire. He was edu- 
cated at Sherborne School in 
Dorset and trained as an 
actor at the Bristol Old Vic. 
His numerous theatrical , film 
and television roles have 
included John the 
Baptist! Judas in Godspell, 
Charles Ryder in Brideshead 
Revisited, Charles Smithson 
in The French Lieutenant’s 
Woman and Father Gabriel , 
a Jesuit Priest in The 
Mission. Earlier this year he 
was awarded an Oscar for 
his performance as the enig- 
matic Claus von Bulow in 
Reversal of Fortune and he 
is currently working on Gra- 
ham Swift’s Waterland, set 
partly in Norfolk. Jeremy 
Irons is married to the actress 
Sinead Cusack , and they 
have two sons , Sam (13) 
and Max (6). 


Welcome Home 
Terry Waite 

The marvellous news of 
Terry Wait’s release has 
come through as we go to 
press. On behalf of our 
readers The DOOR sends 
love and congratulations 
to him and to Thomas 
Sutherland and to their 
families including David 
Waite who of course lives 
in Witney in this Diocese. 

“The Diocese of Oxford 
is delighted,” said Rich- 
ard Thomas, the Commu- 
nications Officer. “We 
ask all people of good 
will to join with us in 
praying in thanksgiving 
for their release, in pray- 
ing for their families in 
their joy and in praying 
for those who are still 
held captive.” 

Church bells were rung 
throughout the three 
Archdeaconries on Tues- 
day, November 19, the 
day Terry flew into RAF 
Lyneham and on Novem- 
ber 20 a special service of 
praise and thanksgiving 
was held at Dorchester 
Abbey. 


An investment opportunity 
not to be missed 


Remarkable 137% growth since June 1984.* 


M any of our clients want their investments to 

grow without abusing the world's resources or 
exploiting its peoples. One of the best ways 
you can do this is to invest in Ethical Funds. The 
Stewardship Life Fund was the first in the UK to be 
based on ethical principles. It proves conclusively that 
you don't have to sacrifice your principles to make 
money on the Stock Market. 

‘Each £1,000 invested on 1st June 1984 calculated on an offer to bid price 


in a Capital Investment Bond linked to 
the Stewardship Fund, grew to 
£2.372 — calculated on an offer to bid 
price basis — up to 3rd |une 1991 
(source: Micropall. ’Each £1.000 
invested on 2nd |une 1986 in a Capital 
Investment Bond linked to the 
Stewardship Fund, grew to £1,442 — 


basis — up to 3rd |une 1991 (source: 
Micropal I. Please remember that past 
performance is not necessarily a 
guide to future performance. The 
value of units may fall as well as rise 
and therefore the value of an 
investment may fluctuate. 


ETHICAL FINANCIAL 

... is a nationwide company of experienced Christian Financial Consultants. As 
an Appointed Representative of the Friends Provident Marketing Group who 
are members of Lautro and/or IMRO, we advise on the Life. Pension, Health 
Insurance and Unit Trust products of Friends Provident only. 


YES, I d like to know more about the Stewardship Funds from Friends 

I Provident. Complete this slip, and post to: "Ethical Financial" FREEPOST, 
I Heol-Tre-Dwr, Bridgend, Mid-Glam. CF3I 3BR. Tel: 0656 658091 


| (Please tick) 

1 Regular Savings 
| House Purchase 

I Retirement Planning 
Lump Sum Investment 
I Protection 
j^Unit Trust Investment 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 

TEL IOFFICEI 

IHOMEI 


Oueiothe importance of pro^idm* informal ion personalised to vour requirements »e till 
contact sou b> telephone upon receipt of tout enquire . unless otherwise indicated 



ELLESBOROUGH 
MANOR FOOTPATH 
APPEAL 


Clergy pensioners at the Church of England 
Pensions Board’s residential home near Wendover 


(Can YOU Help Us) 

Ellesborough Manor, situated between Wendover 
and Princes Risborough is home to 20 pensioners of 
the Church of England, and is one of 8 residential 
and nursing homes administered by the Pensions 
Board for its more elderly pensioners. 

The Manor stands on a dangerous bend which makes crossing the road very hazardous, 
even to the able-bodied, and is particularly dangerous for the elderly and less mobile. 

It is hoped that, with the construction of a footpath adjacent to the road, worries about 

crossing can be alleviated. 

But the cost of the footpath will be about £2,000. Although the local council has agreed to 
maintain the path, this amount will have to be raised by the Pensions Board before work 
can begin. As the Board receives no support from central church funds for this aspect of 
its work, an appeal has been launched to raise the £2,000 needed. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

Your donation will help us to ensure the safety and peace of mind of those at 
Ellesborough, now and in the years to come. 

THANK YOU 

The Secretary 

The Church of England Pensions Board (Footpath Appeal) 

7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

V Reg charity 236627 
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Ad campaign for Christmas 




As part of its commitment 
to the Decade of Evangelism, 
the Diocese of Oxford is 
running, for the first time 
ever, a multi-media advertis- 
ing campaign this Christmas. 

John Hollens, Managing 
Director of Genesis, a 
Watlington advertising com- 
pany, and Elizabeth Dukes 
and Nick Swallow of Watts 
Lord, its sister company, 
have given their services to 
create the campaign. We 
gave them a brief to reach 
parents of young children, 
and to remind people what 
Christmas is all about — 
and they have produced a 
lovely poster from which we 
have created a car sticker, 
and two linked radio 


advertisements. Holywell 
Press have printed them for 
us at cost price, and FOX 
FM have agreed to make the 
radio adverts for free! 

So it’s up to local churches 
to make' the most of the 
campaign. Use the posters 
prominently, and distribute 
the car stickers. And if 
there are sets of either left 
in church, please get them 
out into the community. We 
have much to learn in the 
area of advertising, and 
would like to hear what you 
think of the campaign. Es- 
pecially if you hear of new 
people coming to church as 
a result! 

Richard Thomas 
Communications Officer 


Moral challenge of 
third world debt 


“The debt burden on poor 
countries is one of the major 
moral challenges of our 
time,” said the Bishop of 
Oxford at the General Synod 
of the Church of England in 
London on November 13. 

Calling on the Prime Min- 
ister and the President of 
the United States to cancel 


or reschedule third world 
debt, he said that it played 
a major part in the suffering 
and death of millions — 
because money which should 
be spent on food, education 
and health was going abroad 
on interest repayments. 

“Of course, there is a 
prima facie case for repaying 


Investment plea fails 


The Bishop of Oxford failed 
in his High Court challenge 
to the Church Commis- 
sioners’ investment policy. 
With the Venerable Michael 
Bourke, Archdeacon of Bed- 
ford and Canon William 
Whiffen, recently retired 
Vicar of Seer Green, the 
Bishop had asked for a 
legal ruling on a fundamental 
difference of interpretation 
of the law concerning charit- 
ies. 

In his judgement on Octo- 
ber 25 the Vice Chancellor, 
Lord Justice Nicholls, said 
that the only identifiable 
issue of law in the proceed- 
ings was the Commissioners’ 
self-imposed constraint that 
they were only prepared to 
take non-financial consider- 
ations into account if these 
did not seriously interfere 
with accepted investment 
principles. “In my view this 
self-constraint applied by the 
Commissioners is not one 
which in practice has led to 


any error of law on their 
part, nor is it likely to do 
so,” he said. 

However, he said, there 
were occasions when any 
charity, including the Church 
Commissioners, must take 
ethical considerations into 
account. These were when a 
charity’s donors were likely 
to be dissuaded from con- 
tributing, or its recipients 
from accepting benefit, be- 
cause of the investment pol- 
icy of that charity. “This 
judgement has taken our 
case forward,” the Bishop 
of Oxford said. 

There was no decision on 
costs and each side must 
bear its own. The Bishop 
has raised his own funds 
from guarantors, and his 
lawyers have waived fees in 
excess of the sum guarante- 
ed. “Not a penny of Di- 
ocesan money has been spent 
on this action,” said the 
Revd Richard Thomas, Press 
Officer to the Bishop. 


debts, but as is well known, 
there were special circum- 
stances which caused these 
debts to mount up in the 
first place; they are literally 
crippling the development 
of many countries, and the 
Hebrew Scriptures are abso- 
lutely clear that interest 
should not be charged on 
money lent to the poor,” 
said the Bishop. 

However, it was important 
to recognise the personal 
commitment of the Prime 
Minister to this issue. As 
Chancellor he had initiated 
the so-called Trinidad terms, 
and recently he had an- 
nounced the cancellation of 
£5 million of debt to the 
poorest countries. 

The principle behind the 
Trinidad terms was that the 
ability of a country to repay 
should be related to the 
rate of repayment. However 
this imaginative and essential 
initiative was being blocked 
by the United States. 

“We need to ask our 
friends, particularly those in 
the Episcopal Church, to 
urge President Bush, as a 
matter of urgency, to support 
these proposals. 

“Let us ask the Prime 
Minister and our MPs to 
take another vital initiative 
on the basis of the same 
principle,” the Bishop con- 
cluded. 

Full report of the General 
Synod in the February DOOR. 


An Orthodox kind of treatment 



Reaching out 
to Pakistan 


A poverty stricken village in 
hostile terrain in Pakistan is 
being helped towards self 
sufficiency, thanks to the 
vision of a retired priest and 
his family in Buckingham- 
shire. 

He is the Revd Inayat 
Rumalshah, a former Arch- 
deacon of Karachi who on 
his retirement to Bourne 
End, and after much prayer 
and thought, felt drawn to 
assist the villagers of a small 
Christian settlement in the 
Punjab. 

The village was founded 
only 40 years ago, and its 
level of poverty is particuarly 
acute because of a shortage 
of water. “The present set- 
tlers have just barely surviv- 
ed. But what they will be- 
queath to their children is 
depressing,” he said. 

To the Rumalshah family 
the way forward was clearly 
to develop an irrigation 
scheme and better farming 
methods, to enable the vil- 
lagers to grow and sell fruit 
and vegetables. For anyone 
else it might have seemed 
an impossible dream. How- 
ever, first they found within 
their own family the £5,000 
needed to build a Rest 
House for use as a store 
and training centre and to 
install a tube well. Now, 
they are appealing to friends 
in this country for money to 
complete the second phase. 

Two more wells and two 


Diocesan Synod Report 


Penelope Keens 


Extra clergy pay for rural parishes? 


There are 238 parishes in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
with fewer than 500 inhabitants, 
which perhaps explains why our re- 
sponse in this Diocese to the Church 
of England’s Faith in the Countryside 
report has been such a significant 
one. 

At the first Diocesan Synod of a 
new three-year session, on November 
9, the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Dr Anthony Russell, claimed 
that the rural idyll was not as some 
imagined. Seventy per cent of settle- 
ments in his area were losing popula- 
tion, and one farmer in tnree will 
cease farming in the next year, he 
said. Members regretted the loss of 
the rural vicar on his bicycle (It was 
so much easier for people to talk 
with him than having to make an 
appointment at the vicarage”) and 
pointed Qut the need for better 
communications between parishes and 
between parishes and the Diocese. 

The Archdeacon of Oxford, the 
Venerable Frank Weston, pointed 
that the higher the proportional cost 
of rural ministry, and suggested a 
‘rural weighting’ for rural clergy pay 
and expenses. He also called on the 
providers of modern rural vicarages 
to recognise that there needed to be 
laces where villagers could meet, 
jrs particularly welcomed com- 
ments by the Diocesan rural chaplains. 


Pc 
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and commended their work. 

A report on Local Non-Stipendiary 
Ministry was presented by the Bishop 
of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Simon 
Burrows. This seeks to broaden our 
resent practice, and promote a more 
ocal form of ordained ministry — 
but not to establish a separate ministry 
altogether. In spite of the doubts 
expressed, the proposals to submit a 
scheme to the House of Bishops for 
wider acceptance was passed over- 
whelmingly. 

However, the Synod was not en- 
thusiastic about the establishment of* 
a new Diocesan order of Commis- 
sioned Lay Workers, but supported 
Miss Katharine Ross’s amendment 
which recognised and welcomed the 
growth of specialist lay ministries but 
encourages parishes themselves to 
authorise these where appropriate. 

A Budget of £10,183,000 to run the 
Diocese in 1992 was considered and 
approved, and a proposal that the 
deanery apportionments be based on 
the figure of £6,050,000 passed. This 
is an increase of 6.8 per cent over 
1991. Disquiet was expressed about 
the basis on which parishes are 
assessed for their share. The Revd 
Norman Russell, Rector of Gerrards 
Cross, called the present system “a 
shambles and in many ways a dis- 
grace”; and a proposal concerning 


the ‘phasing in’ of the new parish 
share assessments, and asking for 
further clarification about the review 
of Parish Potential Income, was passed 
only after anxieties had been expressed 
by people from ‘gaining’ and ‘losing’ 
parishes. 

Dr Philip Giddings from Reading 
Deanery and Canon David Goldie 
from Milton Keynes were elected as # 
vice-presidents and chairmen of the * 
Houses of Laity and Clergy, and Mr 
John Prodger and Mr Norman Gill 
were elected as Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of Finance. 

Penelope Keens lives near Milton 
Keynes and is a member of the 
Diocesan Synod. 


Home Influence 

‘Working Together for Evangelism’ 
was the theme at the Oxfordshire 
Ecumenical Council’s annual assem- 
bly in November. In his introduction 
the Revd David Winter, the Bishop’s 
Officer for Evangelism, outlined a 
recent survey which showed that the 
most important influences in bringing 
people to faith in Christ were home 
and parents, a minister or priest, 
friends, worship in church and prep- 
aration for church membership. 


more tractors with attach- 
ments are urgently needed 
to make the project fully 
viable. The Bishop of Oxford 
has already given money 
from his Outreach Fund, 
but at least £5,000 more is 
needed. 

The Bishop of Bucking- 
ham, the Rt Revd Simon 
Burrows, is acting as treas- 
urer of the appeal. Of the 
Rumalshah family he says: 
“All those who know this 
family are privileged to have 
their friendship and example 
of Christian discipleship.” 

Anyone who would like 
to help is asked to send 
donations to the Rt Revd 
Simon Burrows, Sheraden, 
Grimms Hill, Great 
Missenden, Bucks, HP1 
6BD. (Cheques payable to 
Thai Village Project please). 

Glebe homes 

The Rt Revd John Bone, 
Bishop of Reading, cut the 
first turf at a new low cost 
housing scheme on glebe 
land at Chaddleworth, Berk- 
shire. 

Work on the ten low cost 
homes is due to begin as 
soon as legalities are com- 
plete. They should be ready 
for occupation next summer, 
when priority will be given 
to local people. The scheme 
is part of a programme of 
rural housing run by the 
West Berkshire Housing 
Association. 


His Holiness, Alexii II, Patri- 
arch of Moscow and All 
Russia, pictured with the 
Most Revd George Carey, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the Bishop of Oxford at 
a recent visit to the John 
Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. 
They are pictured at the 
bedside of Anne-Marie Baker 
with Senior Sister Jackie 
Hunt and the Revd Nicholas 
Fennemore, chaplain. The 
afternoon was spent at a 
seminar with theological staff 
at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. 

Ceiling is 
restored 

Conservation work on the 
beautiful 14th-century ceiling 
in the Lady Chapel of St 
Helen’s, Abingdon is almost 
complete. The Bishop of 
Oxford will re-dedicate the 
38 painted panels at a carol 
service on December 22 — 
600 years after the first 
dedication in 1391. 

The panels have been 
cleaned and re-set in their 
oak tracery, cushioned on 
balsa wood and backed on 
marine plywood. Much of 
the restoration work has 
been done by local restorer 
Anna Hulbert. 

The project won an award 
from the national Art Col- 
lection Fund “for distin- 
guished contribution to the 
visual arts.” The total cost 
of the work is about 
£285,000, one third of which 
St Helen’s has had to raise. 
The Friends of St Helen’s 
would still welcome dona- 
tions, which should be sent 
to the Parish Office, St 
Helen’s Court, Abingdon. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 

Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 




uest financial services 


>: Courtesy of Oxford and County Newspapers 
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OLD BRIDWELL 

In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Old Bridwell nestles in the vast grounds of one of the largest 
privately owned estates in the West country, Bridwell Park, which 
covers some 600 acres bordering the tiny village of Uffculme deep in 
the Devonshire countryside. 

Old Bridwell was originally a small hamlet housing the many 
workers who served tne estate. It has now been tastefully and 
sympathetically restored to offer elegant, spacious and luxurious self- 
catering holiday accommodation in an idyllic country setting. 

Forming a courtyard around the old thatched pump house, each of 
the 14 fully-furnished luxury cottages have been individually styled 
and colour co-ordinated to provide the very best of modern living 
whilst retaining their original charm. 

Inside each cottage can be found everything to make your stay as 
relaxing and comfortable as possible. Every kitchen is fully-fitted to 
a very high standard as are all en-suite and family bathrooms. Each 
cottage is gas centrally heated and open fireplaces have been 
retained to provide traditional warmth and comfort. No additional 
charge is made for the use of gas and electricity during your stay. 

The landscaped grounds include the original walled fruit garden now 
restored with box hedges, gravel paths, cordons of apple trees and 
fruit bushes. If you prefer privacy, you can relax in the seclusion of 
your own garden. 

Garaging is provided and all of the cottages take advantage of the 
security system giving entry/exit control of the main gates via a 
monitor screen and speaker system. 





The Old Well is approximately 1 mile from Old Bridwell, opens 
from 8.00am to 8.60pm and offers a supermarket, newsagent, 
tobacconist, filling station, garden centre, gift shop, tea shop and 
take-away home-cooked cakes and sandwiches. 

We are able to recommend to you some of the Finest local 
restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian restaurant and The Deer 
Park Hotel at Honiton or for home cooking, Rullands at 
Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf are available 
locally and for the trout fisherman, Bridwell Park Estate has the 
fishing rights to approximately 1 mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a touring holiday 
then there are many areas of special interest such as Exmoor and 
Dartmoor National Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated as 
an area of outstanding beauty) and Exeter with its impressive 
Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, the picturesque market 
town of Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider or the beautiful 
gardens at Knightshayes which are considered one of the best 
examples of an English country garden. Cheddar Gorge, 
Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of Exmouth, Sidmouth, 
Budleigh Salterton, Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Regis 
together with the North Devon coast are all within easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed information on 
all these places and more. 



SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS ON 
AUTUMN BREAKS 

In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob • Fridge Freezer • Washer/Dryer • Filter coffee maker • Glassware 
Full table settings for 12 guests • Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space 
Colour television • Bed settee • Luxury bathrooms • Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows,-continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 

The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 

Tel: (0883) 744783 



Original Joinery 

Beautiful bookcases, cabinets and fitted furniture, 
architectural joinery and restoration work for period buildings. 
For individual design and traditional skills contact Anna Hoare. 

Original Joinery Tel: (0865) 741754 or (0367) 240255 


Friday 3! Jan-Sunday 2 Feb 1992 
Come to Swanwick Derbyshire 

IN GOD’S HANDS -THE 


OPEN 



CHURCH AND THE WORLD gg® 

with THE BISHOP OF ST ANDREW’S, Dr JANET HODGSON of 
USPG. THE REV JOHN BELL of the Iona Community. CANON BILL 
RITSON of St Albans, and THE BISHOP OF BRISTOL, HELEN 
STANTON Chaplain of Sheffield University, and a THIRD WORLD 
CHRISTIAN leading Working Groups. 

• The Rev Christopher Hall for details — 0869 38225 t 




FOR THOSE 
WHO SIT 
ALL DAY 

TOTAL Relief from 
PRESSURE SORES 

PARAPLEGICS, THE ELDERLY, etc 

Support and comfort is assured for 
everybody who sits for extended periods. 
(Cushion fits all standard size wheelchairs). 
This medically conceived water cushion is 
available from only £14.95. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Address 


Tel . 


3 & 5 The Green 
West Drayton 
Middlesex, UB77PL 

Tel: (0895)442120 

Cheques should be 
made payable to: 
“Aspen Studios” 




1. £125.00 VAT (£16.87) 

2. VALID ON ANY MAKE OR MODEL 

3. 2 FULL SERVICES INCLUDING 
PARTS AND LABOUR (EXCEEDS 
MOST MANUFACTURERS FULL 
SERVICE) 

4. CONTRACT VALID FOR 12 MONTHS 

5. 2ND SERVICE CAN BE CARRIED 
OUT UP T0 12 MONTHS AFTER 
DATE OF 1ST SERVICE 

6. MOT INCLUDED (NO EXTRA 
CHARGE) 

7. SERVICE DATE TO SUIT YOU 

8. COMPLIMENTARY BOTTLE OF WINE 
PER SERVICE (NO EXTRA CHARGE) 


9. LEGALLY BINDING 27 POINT 
CONTRACT 

10. 3 SERVICE OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

11. £20.00 INTRODUCTORY 
COMMISSION 

12. CUSTOMER “AFTER SERVICE” CARE 
PROGRAMME 

13. TECHNICIANS FULLY QUALIFIED TO 
“‘CITY & GUILDS” AND “INSTITUTE 
OF MOTOR INDUSTRY” LEVEL 

14. GROUP MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT 

15. PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 

16. CONTRACT TRANSFERABLE (IF YOU ■ 
SELL YOUR CAR) 




ft* 


SERVICING, BRAKES, 
TYRES, EXHAUSTS . . . 

HOW MUCH DOES IT 
COST YOU?? 



PREVENTATIVE, BUDGETED 
CAR MAINTENANCE 

PROGRAMME 

Equivalent to 36,000 miles service 
1, 3 OR 5 YEAR CONTRACT 
PAY OVER 10, 20 OR 50 MONTHS 
IT WILL COST YOU £14.68 PER 
MONTH, OVER TEN MONTHS 


SOUNDS QUITE GOOD DOESN'T IT! 

EXAMPLE OF TYPICAL COSTS FOR AN ITALIAN SALOON CAR AND A FORD SALOON CAR 

ALFA ROMEO 33 FORO FIESTA 1100 

ACTUAL DEALER PRICE + VAT £220 ACTUAL DEALER PRICE + VAT £165 

X 2 plus MOT £1 5 X 2 plus MOT 

k “OTAL + VAT £345 


TOTAL 


* 




+ VAT £455 TOTAL 

C.O.D. AUTOSHIELD PRICE „ „„ 

ONLY E125 + VAT CAN PAY OVER 10 MONTHS INTEREST FREE ONLY £125 + VAT 

IF YOU OWN A CAR, YOU COULD SAVE YOURSELF UP TO 100's OF £££’s BY SIMPLY CALLING THIS NUMBER 

and asking for a 


0494 711151 


free information pack! 


IDEAL § 
XMAS i 
PRESENT 

emeuttememi 

Just tell us when the 
car service is due and 
telephone for details 

AUTHORISED 

AUTOSHIELD 

AGENT 

c/o 

HAZLEMERE 
MOTOR CO. 

EASTERN DENE 
HAZLEMERE 
HIGH WYCOMBE 

FOR BRAKES 
SERVICING 
CLUTCHES 
SUSPENSION 
STEERING 

TELEPHONE 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

716099 £ 

00 






The Door, December 1991 5 





A celebration for the Diocese 


As seems to happen so often in our 
history, we go back to Henry VIII. In. 
1542, after the earlier Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, he created the Oxford Diocese 
from the vast Diocese of Lincoln, making 
the last Abbot of Oseney the first bishop, 
by letters dated January 6, 1542. Next 
year, 1992, we shall be marking the 450 
years of our Diocese in a number of ways. 

There is to be a service at the Cathedral 
in October to celebrate when it all began. 
During the year, parishes and organisations, 
parochial, diocesan and national, who are 
planning to hold a special event or a 
regular annual event are asked to consider 
how this can be used as a 450th anniversary 
celebration for our Diocese. 


The 450th Anniversary Planning Group 
under the chairmanship of the Ven David 
Griffiths, Archdeacon of Berkshire, would 
be very interested to know of ideas and 
plans that you have. Please write to tell 
the event co-ordinator as soon as you can 
so that a programme of events can be 
produced: Mrs Barbara McGregor, 

Haywords Farmhouse, Sutton Wick, 
Abingdon, 0X14 4HH. 

The Diocesan Communications Officer 
has copies of the distinctive logo which can 
be used by parishes and organisations. 
Please contact the Revd Richard Thomas 
at Diocesan Church House for further 
details. 


—450- 

YEARS 

1542-1992 


The Good News 
for Lent, 1992 


Living The Good News is 
the Lent 1992 course prepar- 
ed by Christian Aid, 
CAFOD (the Catholic Fund 
for Overseas Development) 
and the SCIAF (the Scottish 
Catholic International Aid 
Fund) as their contribution 
to the Decade of Evangel- 
ism. The course is being 
made available nationwide 
and has been adopted by 
the Bishop of Oxford for 
this Diocese. 


City plans 
Christian 
Festival 


The year 1992 promises to 
be a gala year for Milton 
Keynes in more ways than 
one. It is 25 years since the 
Development Corporation 
.was set up, the Queen may 
officially designate the bor- 
ough a City as part of her 
40 years on the throne 
celebrations, and the long 
awaited ecumenical Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone 
will be opened. 

Plans are also going ahead 
for a Christian Festival over 
Easter, to be staged in two 
parts and run from April 
10-20, directly after Cel- 
ebrate MK, an arts festival 
founded by the borough to 
mark the official opening of 
the new church. 

The Christian Festival, the 
first of its kind in Milton 
Keynes, will appeal to 
Christians of all denomina- 
tions. Individual churches 
and Local Ecumenical Pro- 
jects are being encouraged 
to plan their own pro- 
grammes of evangelism dur- 
ing Holy Week and these 
will include events in local 
community centres, the city 
hospital and a local enter- 


tainments centre. There will 
also be special guest services 
in churches in different parts 
of the city. The week will 
culminate with a five-day 
programme over Easter 
weekend when the Revd 
Eric Delve and Father Pat 
Lynch will explain the mean- 
ing of Easter through four 
major evening events at St 
Paul’s, Woughton. 

In a city well known for 
its Buddhist Peace Pagoda, 
and inter-faith events, the 
aim of the festival is not 
only to celebrate the Chris- 
tian faith, but also to explain 
it and to provide people 
with opportunities to come 
and see, hear and consider 
in ways not normally avail- 
able to them. 

Maundy Thursday will fo- 
cus on the themes of suffer- 
ing and liberation in the 
worldwide Church, with 
special reference to women, 
South America and Africa, 
and with a Passover Supper 
and a torchlight all-night 
vigil in the City Church. On 
Good Friday there will be a 
dramatic presentation of the 
Crucifixion outside the 


There's one person who was, and is, so important that the entire 
history of the world has been made to fit around his birthday. 

Our calendar describes dates as either BC or AD. BC is, of course. 
Before Christ and AD means Anno Domini - the year of our Lord. 

Who is this Lord who split time itself ? Even after nearly two 
thousand years he is an enigma, unknown to many people. 

BC and AD centre upon JC: Jesus Christ. Read about him in 
Luke's version of his life. 

We'll send you a FREE copy of a modem translation in everyday 
English if you write to the address below (no stamp required) or 
telephone 071-620 0718 anytime. 

I Please send me without obligation my FREE copy of 'Luke', and further I 
| information. I understand that no one will contact me unless I ask. | DPI 1 | 

I Name 

| Address 

I 


CHRISTIAN 

=== <m ! 

| Postcode ENQUIRY AGENCY | 

^ Please return to: Christian Enquiry Agency, FREEPOST, London SE1 7YX. 

THE CEA IS NOT A NARROW SECT. IT IS SUPPORTED BY EVERY MAJOR CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IN ENGLAND. IT IS FUNDED BY VOLUNTARY GIVING (ASK FOR DETAILS). 


Church, followed by two 
performances of the Passion 
Play on Friday and Saturday 
evening. Easter Saturday will 
include open air events in 
Queens Square, with street 
theatre by a local drama 
group drawn from the 
churches of Milton Keynes 
and trained by Footprints 
Theatre Company. Easter 
Sunday will begin with an 
early morning breakfast by 
Willen Lake. 

Street theatre, open air 
debates, clowning and a 
rolling magazine special run 
by the Greenbelt Festival 
will form part of an all-day 
programme for Easter Mon- 


The Bishop of Oxford’s Choris- 
ters’ awards are given each year 
to senior and junior choristers 
as a sign that they have reached 
a certain standard of excellence 
in all aspects of singing in a 
church choir. 

This year 28 junior and 17 
senior choristers were success- 
ful, and were presented to the 
Bishop at Evensong at Christ 
Church Cathedral on November 
2. Their names and churches 
are listed below. 

William Herbertson, Richard 
Faulkner. Keith Potter, all from St 
Helen's, Abingdon; Katherine Ball, 
Adrian Stoll, Vickey Foley, Marika 
Allcock-Rouse, Oliver Hodge, all 
from St Laurence’s, Winslow; Alex-, 
andra Cook, from St Mary's, Ayles- 
bury; Peter Billington, from St 
John’s Woodley; Maureen Scott, 
Nicola Morton, Naomi Haslem, 
Mark Pritchard, Sarah Pritchard, all 
from All Saints, Marcham; Sarah 
Binnie, from St Laurence's, 
Winslow; Zoe Smith, from St Peter’s 
Caversham; Susanna Jordan and 
Elizabeth Lock, from All Saints, 


High Wycombe; Loufce Rapple and 
Nicola Prendei^ast, from All Sail 
Didcot; Lorin Clough, from St Giles, 


Oxford; John Hoskins, from St 
Mary’s Wallingford; Adam Dale, 
Jamie Smith, Jonathan Matthews, 
all from St St Giles', Oxford; 
William Village, from All Saints, 
High Wycombe; Isobel Ash and 
Andrew Howies, from All Saints, 
Rotherfield Peppard; Laura Walt, 
from St John the Baptist, 
Crowthome; Gaynor Griffiths and 
Matthew Broome, from St Paul’s, 
Wokingham; Jonathan Race, Rachel 
Sear, Catherine Sear, all from St 
Mary’s, Thatcham; Jessica Vincent 
and Rebecca Vincent, from St John 
the Baptist, Cookham Dean; Leanne 
Russell, from St Peter’s, Didcot; 
Stephanie Druce, from St Mary’s, 
Thatcham; Sarah Hughes and Caro- 
line Newton, from AH Saints, 
Wokingham; Abigail Jones, from St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury; Elizabeth 
Atkinson and Rachel Dudman, from 
All Saints, Rotherfield Peppard; 
James Manship, from St Helen’s, 
Abingdon. 


day. There are also plans to 
show the Jesus film at the 
Point, and there will be 
special youth events through 
Easter week at the Oldbrook 
Christian Centre. 

Kathy Keay 
Kathy Keay is the Evangelism 
Enabler for Milton Keynes 
Christian Council. 


Milton Keynes ten-day 
ecumenical Christian Fes- 
tival will aim to celebrate 
and present the Christian 
faith in as many different 
ways as possible. It is 
hoped it will include an 
appearance by the Holy 
Fools (pictured), a troop 
of Christian clowns. 


The course encourages 
groups of all denominations 
to think about what it means 
to live out the Gospel mess- 
age in their local communit- 
ies and as world citizens. To 
help them to do this, there 
are stories from Latin Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean show- 
ing how Christian communit- 
ies there relate Biblical 
teaching to issues which are 
important Jo them. 

There is the story of 
Maria Christina Gomez, a 
teacher from El Salvador 
and a valued member of her 
community. On April 14, 
1989 she was seized by four 
men as she left school. In 
front of the children she 
was bundled into a blacked 
out van, and four hours 
later she was found tortured 
to death at the roadside. 
Her story is told in the fifth 
week of the course for 
Passiontide and a special 
cross made by the people of 
her community to celebrate 
her life is reproduced on 
the front of the course. 

Training sessions for house 
group leaders will be held 
in February, and you can 
find out more about these 
from the Oxford Diocesan 
Parish Resources Depart- 
ment on 0865 244566. 

Living The Good News is 
based on a 48-page illustrat- 
ed booklet. For each session 
there is the full text of a 
story from Luke’s Gospel, 
questions to stimulate dis- 
cussion and ideas for prayer, 
reflection and action. The 
course is already available 
in local Christian bookshops 
at £1.75 per copy. 


At 


' tiftAiii - \ AT THE 

Absolutely 

Wg^GUARANTEED 

LOWEST PRICES 


1000’s in 

STOCK FOR 


VAST SELECTION TO CHOOSE FROM 


| MATTRESSES 
JUST £29 

SOFA-BEDS 

NOW £99 


ft MGIVtAm ) 

1 toYim 

\ GUARANTEE 
\ 0 NALL BEVSS 

MATTRESSESX DREAMS SUPERSTORES - open 7 days a week! 

lTJimMML 


TOP MAKES! 


BUNK BEDS 
ONLY £129 


DOUBLE BEDS 
FROM £129 
TO £2000 


MYERS, STAPLES, 

HYPNOS,SEALY, 

VI-SPRING, 

SILENTNIGHT, 

SLEEPEEZEE, 

REYLONAND 

SLUMBERLAND 


TOP DISCOUNTS! 


73, Park Street 
24, Watling Street 
281 , London Road 
14, Uxbridge Road 
Gunville Estate 
156, Cowley Road 
20, Hosier Street 
303, High Street 
68, Market Street 
22, High Street 
Crusader Estate 


AYLESBURY 
BLETCHLEY 
CROYDON 
HILLINGDON 
NEWPORT (I.O.W.) 
OXFORD 
READING 
SLOUGH 
WATFORD 
WEYBRIDGE 
H. WYCOMBE 


(0296) 39 
(0908) 378557 
(081) 6650551 
(0895) 253666 
(0983) 521166 
(0865) 792555 
(0734) 393555 
(0753) 516416 
(0923) 223110 
(0932) 829090 
(0494) 465546 


QUICK & EFFICIENT 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICE BY 
TRAINED STAFF __ 


PH0NEAQU0TE K GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE 


ON ANY MAKE 
OR MODEL 



* ffeGi icamor ^T! ,cjT 


6 The Door, December 1991 


jl Rob Gillies 

(rfej 38 Maltravers Street 
Arundel Sussex 
'wvUvV/ BN189BU 

THE ARUNDEL CLOCK 

24in. fibre glass 
Gold leafed figures and hands 
Synchronous mains electric 
movement 

Dark blue, British Racing Green , 

Blackand P.0 Red 

0903682574 

£275.00 plus delivery 

Other sizes available 

We offer a full service of dial rBstoratior repainting resilvering rewriting 
We will be pleased to design and make new dials to your specifications 

Prices on request 



FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 


Dry Cleaning 


by professionals 


‘The Complete Service’ 

. Wedding and evening gowns. 

Attire for men. 

Personal household 
Alterations and repairs 

CHINNOR CLEANERS 

Unit 4, Middleway , Chinnor. Tel: (0844) 53775 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 



CARLO CURLEY™ 

m a GALA CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

featuring GRAND ORGAN, CHOIR AND AUDIENCE 
CAROLS at St John’s Church, Hammersmith, W6 (5 
minutes from A40 and A4. Easy parking). 

On THURSDAY 19th and FRIDAY 20th DEC at 7.30pm 
to launch St John’s New Organ Appeal. 
TICKETS: £5 

INFO AND BOOKINGS: 
081-748 0079 


FRANCE 

MOBILE HOMES ON LUXURY CAMPSITES 

Affordable France, Brittany and West Coast 
FAMILY HOLIDAYS: PRICE INCLUDES: 

2 ADULTS, 2 CHILDREN, MOBILE HOME & 
ON SITE REPS 

ON BEST 4-STAR COASTAL SITES 

ALSO 

GITES WITH POOL DORDOGNE 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 

SPARROW HOLIDAYS 

Murcott, Oxford, OX5 2RE 

086 733 280/350 (24-hrs) 



Sparrow 

Holidays 


Mobile Homes on 
Luxury Campsites 
in France 


km 


IN MY VIEW 


by Janet Fee 


AIDS 


the need 


and the challenge 


Working in the field of 
HIV/AIDS education, I am 
often challenged by situ- 
ations and lifestyles which 
go against the teachings of 
the Christian Church. 

There are times when it 
would be easier for me to 
respond to the fact that a 
person is infected by HIV 
(the virus which can cause 
AIDS to develop) by offer- 
ing the care which may be 
needed, without considering 
how they became infected. 
But does this avoidance of 
difficult issues help the per- 
son who has AIDS? 

If Christians are to be 
able to offer support to 
those with AIDS, surely we 
must address the difficult 
issues, for without empathy 
can a relationship of mutual 
trust and acceptance flour- 
ish? 

As it is reckoned that as 
few as ten per cent of the 
population attend church 
regularly, and that a large 
proportion of those who do 
so are within the older age 
bracket, it would appear 
that few young people are 
living their lives according 
to the teachings of the Bible. 

This means that we have 
to accept that the majority 
of people may have a differ- 
ent philosophy to our own 
about sexual activity. Should 
we accept this and them? 
How can the prevention of 
infection with HIV be ad- 
dressed when it involves 
discussing sexual activities, 
taking drugs and practising 
safer sex — does that mean 
we are condoning the behav- 
iour? 

One of the objectives of 
health promotion in this 
field is to enable people to 
make informed choices. Our 
role is to supply information, 
facts and resources to facili- 
tate decision-taking. Many 
workers in this field find it 
challenging to have to stand 
back and allow people to 
choose options with which 
they do not necessarily 
agree. It is a discipline 
which is learnt, and is essen- 
tial, for nothing incites a 


person to do something more 
than saying “Don’t do it”. 

In my role as educator, I 
carry out training sessions 
with many and various 
groups of people. I work 
with staff in hospitals, social 
services, schools, colleges 
and other places of work, 
and with members of the 
general public who do not 
fit into these categories. As 
the majority are in this 
latter section, initiatives are 
essential to reach people, 
both with information about 


, v O A/4) 


It was also felt that as 
church members generally 
take on the role of the sick 
and suffering, they may, by 
their own example and in- 
volvement with people with 
AIDS, help to reduce the 
fear and the prejudice that 
so many people express. 

These seminars were very 
well received, and it was 
decided to follow them up 
with a further three sessions 
which would explore themes 
that we had only touched 
on previously. These sem- 



day this year, I took this 
further opportunity to raise 
the issue of AIDS in the 
Church by issuing a prayer 
card on the theme of World 
AIDS Day to all churches 
in the Health Authority for 
which I work. 

I hope that all Christians 
will pray regularly for people 
with AIDS, for their carers 
and families, and also for 
those who are aiming to 
prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS through educa- 
tion. 

At times, the work I do is 
exhausting emotionally and 
there is a constant battle 
against time and the often 
expressed attitudes of: “It 
won’t happen to me” and 
“It won’t happen here”. I 
feel that I am using the 
skills that I have been given 


to educate the people in my 
id so help to 
prevent people dying from 


community anc 


prevention of infection from 
HIV and about care and 
support needed for people 
with AIDS and their families 
and friends. 

One area of work which I 
initiated was to run three 
seminars at the end of 1990 
for church leaders and 
church members, in West 
Berkshire. The aim of these 
seminars was to encourage 
churches or groups of 
churches to consider their 
role and to prepare ahead, 
so that they might be able 
to respond to the needs of 
people in their parishes who 
may have AIDS — not 
ignoring the fact that one of 
their own church members 
may be such a person. 


inars will be held on the 
morning of the last Saturday 
in January, February and 
March 1992 at the Wesley 
Methodist Church Hall, 
Queens Road, Reading. The 
themes they address are 
Sexuality and HIV Disease, 
Women and Children and 
HIV Disease and Coping 
and Caring for People with 
HIV Disease. Each seminar 
will be addressed by a 
national speaker, and there 
will be opportunities for 
questions and discussion. 
Anyone interested in attend- 
ing should contact me on 
0734 586161 extn 22206 or 
2369. 

As World AIDS Day on 
December 1 falls on a Sun- 


this devastating condition. 
Janet Fee is AIDS Services 
Co-ordinator for West Berk- 
shire Health Authority. 

Majority for 
women priests 

The majority of dioceses 
and deaneries are voting in 
favour of the ordination of 
women. This was the mess- 
age from the Revd Cathy 
Milford, national moderator 
of the Movement for the 
Ordination of Women 
(MoW) at the AGM of the 
Oxford Branch. She told 
members that they are no 
longer in a minority. 

The AGM was held at 
the church of St Michael 
and All Angels, Amersham 
on the Hill on October 19 
when the Revd Freda 
Beveridge, parish deacon in 
the local ecumenical project 
of Woughton, Milton Keynes 
was elected chairman. The 
Revd Dr Susan Cole-King, 
the outgoing chairman, re- 
ported on a busy year and 
thanked everyone involved 
in preparing for the success- 
ful Juliantide service. 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 


SHOP 


NEEDS 
VOLUNTARY 
HELPERS 

Can you spare a few 
hours each week? 

We need your skills, 
selling or behind the 
scenes. No experience 
necessary. 

NEEDS 
QUALITY 
GOODS 

Don't throw away - 
donate our way! 

Please give us your 
unwanted items in good 
condition. 

PICTURE HOW YOU CAN HELP 
SAVE THE CHILDREN 

High Wycombe Shop — 34 High St. 0494 28199 
Wantage Shop — 17 Newbury St. 02357 60422 
or contact Nora Dennison — 0242 677281 



Save the Children 


i 


ode 

’HEALING DAMAGED EMOTIONS’ 

The Way to Spiritual and Relational Wholeness 
16 • 19 June 1992 

A national conference in Oxford led by 

Dr David Seamands 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
Wilmore, Kentucky, USA 


There will be 10 sessions, each exploring a biblical 
and practical approach to the healing of emotional problems 


Dr Seamands books include: 

Healing Damaged Emotions 
Healing of the Memories 
Healing Grace 

Putting Away Childish Things 

The conference is sponsored by: 

The Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling 

Fof further details, and application form, please write to: 

OCIC (CONF 92), 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford. OX2 6PS 


\ 
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The Gideon tradition 


Who was Gideon? 

Gideon was a rather reluctant Old Testament hero. God 
sent an angel to tell him that he had been chosen to save 
the Israelites from the Midianites even though he was the 
weakest member of the weakest tribe. Poor Gideon was 
so frightened that he twice begged for a sign that God 
had really chosen him. The first time he asked that a 
fleece laid on the ground would be covered in dew while 
the ground underneath it remained dry, hence the 
expression ‘ putting out a fleece’. God gave him the sign 
he wanted, but he also put Gideon’s courage to test. The 
young man gathered together an army of 32,000 men but 
in the end he defeated the Midianites with just 300. 


Looking into 
the New Age 


Towards the end of the last 
century in Wisconsin, USA, 
13-year old John Nicholson 
made a promise to his dying 
mother: that every day for 
the rest of his life he would 
read a passage from the 
Bible. Little did he think, 
when he made his simple 
promise, that it would lead 
to the formation of the 
worldwide association of The 
Gideons International. 

John Nicholson began The 
Gideon Association in 1899 
with two colleagues. They 
were all commercial travel- 
lers leading a rather rootless 
existence, and were keen to 
provide Christian fellowship 
for businessmen. The Bible 
provided the basis of their 
ministry. And almost 100 
years later it is through the 
Bibles and Testaments distri- 
buted by The Gideons that 
so many thousands of people 
find God. 

Today, The Gideons Inter- 
national is made up of Chris- 
tian business and profes- 
sional men and their wives, 
all of whom are active mem- 
bers of local churches. The 
259 branches in this country 


distribute about 850,000 cop- 
ies of the Bible and New 
Testament and Psalms an- 
nually. 

The Gideons International 
sends Scriptures to 148 coun- 
tries at the extraordinary' 
rate of one million every 
11.2 days. The British Isles 
Association is a great sup- 
porter of this overseas minis- 
try. It is one of only nine 
countries out of the 148 to 
finance its own Scripture 
distribution programme. For . 
every £1 spent on Scriptures' 
in the British Isles, £1 is 
sent overseas. 

Personal evangelism is 
high on The Gideons’ list of I 


priorities. Members present 
Personal Worker Bibles and 
Testaments to acquaintances 
and friends they meet in all 
walks of life. Presentation 
Bibles are given to MPs, 
civic leaders and others in 
positions of authority. And 
Bibles and Testaments are 
left in prisons, schools, hos- 
itals, oil rigs, hotels and 
omes for the elderly. 

The Gideons bring people 
from ‘fear to faith’ by making 
God’s Word available to 


them at tjmes when they 
may be feeling anxious, 
afraid or isolated. Their post- 
bag is full of letters from 
people who have found God 
through the pages of the 
Bible. Such as a school girl 
from High Wycombe: 

“My life was a terrible 
mess. I dropped out of 
school after my father died 
when I was 14. I then spent 
most of my time in bed or 
watching TV. I was very 
violent, and tried to kill 
myself. As I got on the 
train to leave ... a school 
friend handed me the Gid- 
eon Testament ... I read 
the Good News, surrounded 
by the beautiful Welsh 
mountains, and gave my life 
to Jesus. Overnight I became 
a different person. 

If you would like to find 
out more write to The 
Gideons International in the 
British Isles, Western 
House, George Street, Lut- 
terworth, Leics LE17 4EE. 


“This is the dawning Age of 
Aquarius,” ran one of the 
songs from the 60s musical 
Hair, and since then the 
term New Age has become 
an increasingly large um- 
brella for a huge range of 
activities and beliefs as di- 
verse as channelling, yoga, 
dowsing, telepathy and in- 
carnation. 

Many churchgoers or re- 
cently lapsed Christians are 
attracted to the New Age 
because of its commitment 
to spiritual search and its 
emphasis on ‘green’ issues, 
self-awareness and potential 
world harmony. However, 
because of their own lack of 
understanding of the rich 
tradition of Christian 
thought and Biblical teaching 
they can be seduced by 
opinions and philosophies 
that fall far short of the 
liberating and transforming 
power of the Gospel. 


that these fears are irration- 
al, there is clearly much 
cause for concern, and great 
discernment is needed. It is 
to provide a forum for such 
discernment that the Chilton 
Christian Training Program- 
me is hosting a day confer- 
ence on the New Age in 
High Wycombe on Saturday, 
December 7. 

Papers will be read by Dr 
Lawrence Osborn on ‘Angels 
of Light’, Bishop Stephen 
Verney on ‘Christ’s New 
Age’ and the Revd Gordon 
Strachan on a ‘Biblical Justi- 
fication of the New Age’. 
The conference will be held 
at the Wesley Memorial 
Church, Priory Road, High 
Wycombe from 10am -4pm. 
The cost is £12 including 
drinks but bring a packed 
lunch. Register on tne day 
or beforehand, if you are 
able with CCTP, Room 12, 
Pembroke Centre, 


The New Age has replaced Amersham and Wycombe 
Communism as the focus of College, Flack well Heath, 
fear for some Christians. Bucks. Tel: 0628 819099 ext 
Though others may believe 246. 


Bringing irttheThree fgse Men 


Notice to Advertisers 

All enquiries concerning advertising in this newspaper should be directed to 
the publishers (Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited) through its printers 
(Goodhead Publishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accepted and published upon the Conditions of 
Acceptance published from time to time by Goodhead Publishing Limited as 
if in those Conditions the name of Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited wefe 
added to that of Goodhead Publishing Limited and references throughout the 
remainder of the document amended accordingly; copies of the Conditions of 
Acceptance are available from Goodhead Publishing Limited upon request. 


In addition Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited and Goodhead Publishing 
Limited for themselves, their servants or agents reserve the right to make any 
alteration it or they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement and 
' to require blocks or copy to be amended to meet its or their approval. 


Answers to crossword on page 19 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


1. Once in Royal David's City 
12. Ox 13. Magi 14. Mu 16. Due 
17. Bell 20. Cot 21. Ah 23. Ea 
24. Erne 26. Or 27. Nae 29. Ta 
30. He 32. Tiro 35. Evening Star 
38. Bethlehem 41. Un 43. Co 
44. Uri 46. Too 47. Two 48. We 
49. LL 50. In 51. No 52. Hi 
53. Maker 54. Ice 56. First Nowell 
57. Early Call 


1. O Little Town of 2. Cow 
3. Ex 4. Neutron 5. Oranges 
6. LM 7. Dad 8. Ague 9. Vicar 
10. Dervish 11. Yule 14. Moo 
15. Santa 17. Bet 18. Era 19. LN 
22. Hair 25. The 28. Er 31. En 
33. Obsolete 34. Immortal 
36. Idolist 37. Twinkle 39. Toast 
40. Luckily 42. Neo 43. Claus 
45. Ria 



In our rush to clear up after 
Christmas Day, Epiphany 
(January 6) — when the 
three Wise Men arrived at 
the stable in Bethlehem — is 
often forgotten. At St Mary’s 
Church, Whitchurch upon 
Thames, however, the day 
has become an important 
one for the Sunday School 
children. Last Christmas, for 
the first time, they added 
the Wise Men to the church’s 
crib on the feastday itself 
(pictured), and this year 
their Vicar, the Revd Rich- 
ard Hughes, hopes that the 
children will bring them in 
during Family Communion 
on the Sunday before. He 
has written extensively on 
the Holy Land, and brought 
back the olivewood figures 
during a visit there while 
the realistic cavelike setting 
was made by his son. 


AWARD- WINNING SOLOIST 

Weddings, family functions and charitable events. Sacred or 
romantic songs of your choice. 

Fifty per cent of proceeds will be donated to Cancer 
Research/Macmillan Nurses. 

TELEPHONE: (0296) 668272 


%Jr L 

F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 


in Portugal" 

1 SiLOAM 1 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES % 
5, Clarendon Place, g 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG f 

If you would like to know more about our f. 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill “ 
in the . Vlow for a copy 
of oui . . magazine 

name 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


BRITAIN’S 

BRIGHTEST 

CHRISTIAN 

DIARY 

Now Ready. 

MY POCKET COMPANION FOR 
1 992, now in its 77th year of 
publication. It is more than just 
a diary. It includes devotional 
pages and a text for every day. 
Popular Edition. 64 pages. Full 
diary. Interesting articles, strong 
cover, fully illustrated. Single 
copy 95p, 1 0 for £8.25, 20 for 
£16, 50 for £35, 100 for £65. 
Popular Improved. As above 
with outer plastic cover. Single 
copy £1.05, 10 for £9.50, 20 for 
£18. 

De Lux Wallet Edition. 96 
pages. Fine brown or black 
wallet cover. Single copy £1 .55, 

5 for £7.50, 10 for £13. 

All above prices include postate. 
Order now from Dept D 
The Protestant Truth 
Society (Inc), 

184 Fleet Street, 
LONDON 
EC4A 2HJ 


Convocation Coffee House 

Homemade Soups, Hot Dishes, Salads, 
Cakes and Pastries 

MONDAY-SATURDAY — 10am-5pm 
SUNDAYS llam-5pm 
★ ★ Private parties by arrangement ★ ★ 

University Church, High Street, Oxford. 
Telephone: Oxford (0865) 794334 



HOTAIR 
BALLOON 
FLIGHTS 

READING 

MARLOW 

HENLEY 

• Champagne • 

• Souvenir Flight Certificate 

• Gift Vouchers Available • 

0923836633 


HAVING A PARTY OR 
GETTING MARRIED? 

Try us for all your printing needs, invitations, 
coasters, cocktail stirrers, serviettes, name tags, 
thank-you cards, etc. 

A TOUCH OF CLASS AT BUDGET PRICES 

Phone Fred or Penny Mitchel 

PUREGOLD PRINTERS 

ABINGDON 820327 Any time! 


HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). Stocks — 
Vestocks — Cottas - Collars (Plastic or Linen), Shirts (Black, Grey or 
Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choirs Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40 
You can be assured of our personal attention to cut , fit and quality. 
Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE: 242756 


DON'T BE STODGY 



SHARE THIS CHRISTMAS 


SPARE A THOUGHT FOR THOSE LESS WELL OFF. YOUR 00NATI0N 
WILL HELP CHURCH ARMY WITH ITS WORK WITH THE NEEDY. 


L 


□ I enclose a donation of £5, £10, other. 

□ Please send me more information about 
Church Army 

Name; _ 

Address: 


Church Army, Independents Road, Blackheath, London 
SE3 9LG. Tel: 081 318 1226 Reg. charity no. 226226 ID 12/91 
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ARE you coping with Christ- 
mas this year? Are you 
looking forward with expec- 
tation to Jesus’ Birthday? 
Or do you, like most of us, 
feel nearly submerged in a 
sea of tinsel, mince pies and 
anxiety at the very thought 
of that annual bout of enforc- 
ed merrymaking which psy- 
chiatrists tell us is nearly as 
stressful as having a baby or 
a serious car crash. 

So what has gone wrong? 
What has happened to turn 
the joy of that mind-blowing 
moment in a stable, when 
God was made man, into the 
grim merrymaking of our 
modern ‘Xmas’ which sends 
us into the new year with 
not much more than a sense 
of relief that it is all over. 

It is easy enough of course 
to b|ame the shops for 
commercialising it all and 
installing Santa in his grotto 
when the summer holiday 
suitcases are scarcely unpack- 
ed. It is easy too to blame 
the media for dramatising it 
all and filling their pages 
with “How to survive Christ- 
mas” type features. It is 
easy too to blame the children 
for demanding it all and 
“insisting on mountain bikes 
this year”. It is easiest of all 
to blame the Church for 
spoiling it all and preaching 
the wrong message in the 
wrong way at the wrong 
time. 


It is less easy to take 
responsibility for it ourselves. 
It is almost as though we are 
frightened that if we stop 
rushing hither and thither, 
buying a bit of this, doing a 
bit of that and stand still 
even for five minutes, the 
whole ridiculous edifice will 
fall down leaving nothing 
but a pile of tarnished tinsel. 

But isn’t it worth taking 
the risk? Isn’t it time each 
one of us — you and I — 
allowed the man-made 
‘Xmas’ to collapse, in the 
certain hope that beneath it 
lies something much more 
real and lasting. 

Through our poster and 
radio advertising campaign 
and in this edition of The 
DOOR we are saying ‘no’ to 
keeping up with Santa Claus 
and yes to the message of 
the stable. But we need your 
support. WHl you put our 
front page poster in your 
window? Will you take the 
risk? This year, will you put 
Jesus back in the centre of 
your Christmas? 

Peace and joy this Christ- 
mas to each one of you, 
especially to our new readers. 

Christine Zwart 



An everlasting thread 


Christmas Thought 

If I had seen that brilliant star, 

Should I have pondered in surprise? 

Or glanced in curiosity 

With dull, uncomprehending eyes? 

If I had heard the angels sing, 

Should I have listened in delight? 

Or stopped my ears and turned away 
To wander frightened all the night? 

If I had found the unknown child 
By wise men worshipped and adored, 

Should I have stood in unbelief, 

Or wondering, knelt before my Lord? 

Diana Good 


The DOOR is published 10 times 
a year by the Diocese of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Zwart, Sub-editor: Ian Smith. Distribution 
Manager: Tim Russian. Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg 
(Brill), Frank Blackwell (Dorchester), John Crowe (Chairman), 
Richard Hughes (Whitchurch-on-Thames), John Morrison 
(Aylesbury), William Purcell (Botley), Tim Russian (Long 
Crendon), Richard Thomas (Communications Officer), John 
Winnington-Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter (Pansh Re- 
sources). 

Editorial address: Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X1 ONB. Telephone: 0865 244566. Advertising: 
Goodhead Publishing Ltd, 33 Witney Road, Eynsham, Oxford 
0X8 1PJ. Telephone: 0865 880505. The DOOR is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited (Secretary — T. C. 
Landsbert) whose registered office is Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX1 ONB. 

The copy deadline for the February, 1992 issue is January 6 for 
features and letters and January 10 for What’s On, news and 
advertising. There is no January Door. 


This magnificent banner, the work of Joan Smith (69) will 
hang in St Andrew’s Church, Cippenham — a constant 
reminder of the Christmas message. Joan was inspired by 
the photograph in last December’s DOOR of the nativity 
stained glass in Oxford’s Churchill Hospital. The 5ft-long 
banner is to be dedicated at an ecumenical service on 
November 30, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
opening of St Andrew’s. Joan has been confined to a 
wheelchair since contracting polio 37 years ago, and finds 
embroidery an ideal creative hobby. The banner took over 
500 hours work. The DOOR is proud to be associated with 
this beautiful piece of devotional work. 


Not simply in December but . . . 

Christmas is for ever 


“Christmas comes but once 
a year” — or does it? Of 
course Jesus, like the rest of 
us (except the Queen), only 
has one birthday, but what 
that birth stands for is as 
true and important on Box- 
ing Day, New Year’s Day 
and all the other days of the 
year as it is on December 
25. 

Christmas changes every- 
thing. In the history of our 
planet it is, quite simply, 
the most important event 
that has ever happened. 
Because if Jesus is, as 
Christians believe, the Son 
of God, then at that moment 
in time God changed the 
entire direction of human 
history, opened up a whole 
new set of possibilities. The 
Creator became one with 
his creatures. 

That is, at heart, the 
mystery of Christmas. It is a 
festival of the family. It 
celebrates the birth of a 
baby. But its importance 
goes far beyond that. It 
marks God’s coming among 
us in a new, special and 
unique way. 

And that coming has made 
a permanent difference. 
Jesus was onjy here on 
earth for about thirty years. 
It was a once-for-all-event, 
and it ended with his return 
to heaven — what we call 
the ‘ascension’. But it chang- 
ed things for ever, because 
God showed us in Jesus 
that his love for us is not an 
abstract idea — a sort of 
religious concept — but an 
event, a reality. He is not 
simply above us or beyond 
us, but with us. He is on 
our side. 

In Jesus, God took upon 
himself human flesh and 
human personality, really 
and truly becoming one of 
us. This was not a charade, 
a kind of dressing up game, 
but harsh reality. He went 
through the gamut of human 
experiences, from the 
trauma of birth and the 


anxieties of adolescence to 
the agony of betrayal by his 
friends and death on a 
cross. He experienced pov- 
erty, ridicule, opposition, 
hunger, misunderstanding 
and bereavement. Since the 
coming of Jesus into the 
world no human being can 
with honesty say of God: 
“You don’t understand.” 
That is the real difference 
Christmas makes. 

People sometimes say: “I 


During the next few weeks 
(too few now!) many of us 
will be busy buying and 
wrapping presents for friends 
and relations for Christmas 
— giving out of love, out of 
gratitude or merely (dare it 
be said?) out of a sense of 
obligation. How many of us 
stop to realise we are doing 
it because of the greatest 
present of all: the gift of 
Jesus, the Saviour? 

Many present-givers will 


wish Christmas could last all 
the year.” At the deepest 
level, it does\ Because Jesus 
came, we can know that 
God is with us, on our side, 
not just on Christmas Day, 
but all through the year. 

David Winter 

David Winter is the Bishop's 
Officer for Evangelism in 
the Diocese. He was formerly 
head of BBC Religious 
Broadcasting. 


come to church on Christmas 
Day (if no other) — how 
lovely it is to see the church 
so full! We will come for 
many reasons: love, grati- 
tude, obligation — or a 
deep-buried sense of to- 
getherness on a happy occa- 
sion to celebrate a Birthday. 

But where is our Birthday 
present? Let’s look at our 
Christmas List again. Where 
does God come on it — 
top, middle or bottom? 
Think hard — not too quick- 
ly. Then find an envelope, 
write on it ‘For Christmas’, 
put your present inside — 
and bring it with you to 
church on Christmas Day. 

N.B. Those who give regu- 
lar envelopes could still do 
this — presents are for extra 
special occasions! 

D.M.E.G. 


* Diana Good has recently won 
the Cornwall Cup for Poetry in 
the Buckingham and District 
Festival of Music and Drama. 
Her first book of her poems , 
Treasury of Dust will be avail- 
able in early December from 
local bookshops or by post 
from Alwyn Orchard , Stone 
Aylesbury , Bucks HP17 8RZ. 
Price £2.50 (plus P&P). 


Space for Prayer 


Sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all 
our hearts in this profound mystery of Christmas. 

Pour into our hearts the peace which we sometimes seek so 
desperately and which you alone can give us. 

Help us to know one another better, and to live as brothers 
and sisters, children of the same father. 

Awaken in our hearts love and gratitude for your infinite 
goodness; join us together in your love; and give us all your 
heavenly peace. 

Adapted from a prayer by Pope John XXI 11 
This month your prayers are asked for: 

A greater awareness of the Bible in this country and the 
work of the Gideon Society (Bible Sunday , December 9); 
Those with AIDS , their families and all who care for them; 
(National AIDS Day , December 1); Wisdom for the leaders 
of the European nations as they meet at Maastricht ; Peace 
this Christmas — between neighbours , within families and 
amongst the nations. 


Is It True? 

Is it true that God 

Is in the red breast of the robin 

and in the wounds of the thorn? 

Is in the holy white of the blossom 
and in the apple’s dark canker? 

Is in the cool of the willow pool 
and in the blaze of the desert? 

Is in the thrust of the seed in earth 
and in the convulsion of earthquake? 

Is in the gentle purr of the kitten 
and in the snarl of the tiger? 

Is in the whisper of the lover 
and in the yell of the destroyer? 

Is in the trust of the believer 
and in the doubt of the cynic? 

Is in the birth of the Baby 
and in the death of the Son? 

Diana Good * 


Where is our gift? 


cacnpuvn tucie 

Mobile Car Engine Tuning and Ser vicing | 


OUR WORK GUARANTEED FOR 5000 MILES/6 MONTHS 

FULL ENGINE TUNE tWm^ 
ENGINE SERVICE 4 TUNE Etu M 


Service Price Inludes: Plugs. Points. Oil & Filter 
VISA, ACCESS and MASTERCARD 
FOR MORE POWER BETTER ECONOMY 


0494 431743 

Vodaphone: 0831 585385 




St. Michael and All Angels 
Beaconsfield Bucks, 

ORGANIST/ 

CHOIRMASTER 

Required 

Sung Eucharist every Sunday at 
10.00 am. 

Rite B 

Good enthusiastic choir 
RSCM rates 

Apply tO: 

The Reverand Richard T. 
Woodward 
The Parsonage, 

St. Michael's Green, 
Beaconsfield 
BUCkS. HP9 2BN 
Tel. (0494) 673464 


LUXURY WEDDING 
HIRE 



LE MANS 
BLUE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other 
functions. 

Competetive rates. 


REFLECTIONS 

Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment using 
the latest technology. All venues and func- 
tions catered for. Best prices with large 
selection of music from the 60s-90s. 
Contact: Mark Holmes 


443 Banbury Road, Oxford. Telephone: Oxford 52073 




Offer covers same single 
vision prescription from 
stock lenses. 

Non-standard, specialised 
or bifocal lenses available 
at a small extra charge. 
Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any 
other offer. 


42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. 
Telephony (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


After your test. 


Test prices. 


2 Pairs, 
one price 


t 1 © Specsavers 


Even if we didn’t test your eyes, 
you can benefit from our 
superb value for money 
prices. Choose a frame 
costing £24.95 or more and 
you can have a complete pair free 
from a large selection of special styles. 
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Joseph’s Story 



by Richard Hughes 


must lead the donkey. It resolved very 
little. To be obliged to make such a 
journey as this in the winter was bad 
enough. But with a wom&n at the point of 
giving birth? To Joseph, that was frighten- 
ing. He turned to speak to Mary from 
time to time. But she was largely silent, 
like any woman at that stage of her 
pregnancy — wrapped up in dreams of her 
unborn child. 

Joseph and Mary did not enter 
Scythopolis, although they saw the city 
walls and sensed the busy urban life 
within. Instead, they turned east, heading 
in the direction of Pella which stood 
beyond the river. This was by no means 
the direct route from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. That would have involved 
travelling through the Samaritan hill coun- 
try, dangerous to Jews since they and the 


eerily with burning torches to cast a 
myriad shadows on the walls and pave- 
ments. They went immediately to the 
military post set up in the centre of the 
town where he and Mary could be 
registered. It took no more than a few 
moments. As Joseph and Mary emerged, 
the wind was gusting now, the rain 
threatening to turn to snow. 

It had not occurred to him. Always, 
there was no difficulty in finding somewhere 
to stay. But at Bethlehem on that night, 
Joseph met with refusal wherever he 
enquired. The town was full of strangers, 
wealthy merchants on their way to Hebron 
or Beersheba, muleteers and herdsmen 
intent on gaining the morning markets of 
Jerusalem the following day. Some, like 
himself, had no doubt been drawn in by 
the requirements of the census. 

The crisis in his affairs then built up 



Nearly everyone in Chieveley, Berkshire is involved in the Mystery Play at the Church of 
St Mary the Virgin. The cast numbers fifty, and with scenery painters, property people, 
seamstresses, and musicians it’s difficult to remain untouched. This is the fifth year that 
the II scenes, from the Annunciation to the Presentation at the Temple, have been 
staged. The photograph, taken in 1983, shows the first shepherd offering his gift. The 
backdrop, used every year, was painted by Gilly Rainer, then 13, who is now an 
established artist. 

Other Mystery and Community plays being performed are: ‘One Solitary Life’, a 
musical Advent play at Henley; ‘Stations of the Nativity’ at Ashbury, near Swindon; 
‘York Nativity Play’ at Aldermaston and ‘The Shepherds’ and ‘The Kings’, two mystery 
plays at Deddington. See page 19 for times and dates of performances. 


he sight was unusual enough to 
make people turn and stare. On 
the outskirts of the city called 
Scythopolis,' men sitting in the 
shade of a clump of pine trees 
muttered loudly as the strangers passed by. 
Their women, hard at work hauling timber 
in the warm winter sunlight, or milking the 
goats on the hillsides above, also unbent 
their backs to take a look. The traveller, a 
well-built, bearded young man with a 
striped ' black-and-white prayer shawl over 
his head and shoulders, was leading an old 
brown donkey on which a slip of a young 
woman was riding — small-boned, delicate, 
the few meagre silver coins of her dowry 
sewed into her veil. Evidently, these were 
poor people. But why this flouting of 
convention? 

In the Middle East, women were consid- 
ered the workers, men the thinkers of 
society. In the ordinary way of things, 
Joseph should have been riding the donkey; 
Mary should have led the animal. 

Within the state room of his palatial 
residence in faraway Damascus to the 
north, the pavements covered in elaborate 
mosaics, the walls ornamented trompe 
l’oeil fashion and incorporating a galaxy of 
portraits, architectural drawings and scenes 
from mythology, Publius Suplicius 
Quirinius, governor of the province of 
Syria of which Palestine was a part, was in 
the process of dismissing the arguments of 
a delegation of prominent Jews. He had 
heard their protests on several occasions. 
“God’s chosen people should not be 
counted,” they said. “That is God’s 
number, not man’s number. You have no 
right to it.” 

It meant nothing to this proud imperial 
administrator; no more than yet another 
example of the native mumbo jumbo of 
which he had already had his fill. Quirinius 
dismissed them abruptly, a noisy scene as 
the provincial guardsmen jostled the Jewish 
delegates out of his presence. 

But it was King Herod, at his behest, 
who had ordered and organized the census. 
Messages had passed to and fro between 
Quirinius and the King’s winter palace on 
the outskirts of the oasis at Jericho. A 
contemptuous smile appeared on Quirinius’ 
face at the thought of this paranoic native 
monarch. The story was well known. 
Years ago, in a fit of blind rage, Herod 
had murdered Mariamme his favourite 
wife while he was in bed with her. It was 
said that he mourned her every day. It had 
mot, however, significantly altered the 
king’s behaviour. How many of his own 
sons had he ordered to be put to death? 
Quirinius had lost count. 

But now Herod was an old man, with so 
many crimes to his name he was increasingly 
obsessed with fears for his life: a king 
terrified of his own subjects. Yet there was 
no doubt about it. When it came to action, 
Herod was effective. It was he who had 
ordained that every Jew and his consort 
should present themselves at the city of 
the man’s birthplace in order to be 
counted. Since most of his subjects spent 
their lives where they had been born, it 
would not involve many people in travelling. 
In that way, nobody would be missed. The 
exercise would be worth a great deal of 
money. At the end of it, the predatoiy 
ublicans who collected the taxes in his 
ingdom both for Rome and himself, 
would have a complete list of subscribers. 

J oseph was one of the few obliged to 
travel. He had been born in Bethlehem 
of Judea. But there was a great deal 
of unemployment in the Holy Land of his 
time. In search of work, he had settled a 
couple of years earlier at the tiny Gallilean 
village of Nazareth, where his skills as a 
carpenter earned him a subsistence living. 
Now he ana Mary, his betrothed, were 
obliged to travel south — a route not 
unfamiliar, since it was the way they 
passed each year to attend the great 
festival of the Passover at the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

But this was certainly the wrong time 
for a journey. They had set off early that 
morning, descending the rugged mountain- 
side from the village to cross the wide 
tableland of Jezreel below, often flooded 
at this time of year. There was an old 
saying among the Jews: “Pray that your 
journey be not in the winter.” Well, this 
was the winter, and they must travel. 

Nor was this Joseph’s only problem. He 
was betrothed to Mary, not yet married. 
But she was hugely pregnant, the chi 1 ' 1 
almost ready to be bom. Not his chila. 
Had he been a fool to believe her when 
she protested that she had not consorted 
with a man? Had the dream which had 
convinced him of her fidelity been nothing 
more than wishful thinking? 

The uncertainty of it added to his 
burden. But there was no reneging on his 
commitment to her. She must ride; he 


Samaritans were at enmity. It was not 
unknown for Jewish travellers passing 
through Samaria to be pelted with stones 
by the inhabitants. The Jews of Galilee 
regularly made this detour in the interest 
of life and limb, crossing the Jordan 
before travelling south. Now, at least, the 
journey would be easier. A Roman road, 
properly maintained by the mercenaries, 
ran on the east side of the river. But they 
must pay tolls for the privilege of using it. 

They spent the night at a roadside 
village, then passed through Jericho the 
following day, a rich oasis where nightin- 
gales sang, and the stately date palms and 
brightly coloured tropical flowers cascaded 
above the streets. The Roman road skirted 
the sumptuous winter palace of King 
Herod the Great at Jericho, the elegant 
buildings basking in the warm sunlight. 

Joseph had passed this way many times 
before. But now, the sight caused him 
special resentment — the lair of the 
tyrant, shameless luxury in an impoverished 
land, and, moreover, the source of his 
predicament. 

B ut Herod’s power was also in 
evidence here. The road led immedi- 
ately below the base of a mound on 
which stood Cypros, the mighty stone-built 
fortress overlooking the palace, the crenel- 
lated battlements bristling with Syrian 
mercenaries. Joseph looked up into the 
whites of their eyes, imagining in a 
moment the whistle of a spear flying 
through the air to bury itself between his 
shoulders. He shivered despite the warmth 
of the day, then used his stick to urge the 
uonkey on. A few hours later, the 
temperature fell steadily as they climbed 
through the foothills of the Judean hill 
country. 

It was getting dark, and there was rain 
in the air as they arrived at last at the little 
town of Bethlehem, the city of David high 
in the hill country exposed to the bitter 
winter winds of that year, the streets lit 


with astonishing rapidity. In a moment, 
Mary’s waters had broken and the contrac- 
tions which signalled the birth of her child 
began to come with increasing frequency 
and ftrgency. Joseph found her a little 
stone seat out of the wind, where she 
could sit while he continued his enquiries. 
There was fear in her eyes now, her hands 
clutching at his garments, not wanting him 
to leave her for even a second. 

Joseph tried one more inn. “Something 
must be done,” he said desperately to the 
innkeeper, a little man, thin as a rake, 
with a large nose and a ready smile. The 
man shook his head. Then he spread his 
hands. “You can see how it is,” he said. 
“Hey, landlord!” shouted a loud voice 
from the other end of the crowded room. 
“Come on, we need some service. No time 
for gossiping.” The innkeeper turned, 
beckoned a servant girl, then shot off to 
treat with his customers. “There is only 
the cave,” said the girl. “You will not 
want to take your wife in there.” But 
Joseph replied: “Anywhere at all is better 
than what we have now.” 

Never was there a stranger place for a 
birth. Many of the houses and inns of 
Bethlehem, straggled on the irregular 
hillsides, were built over caves where 
animals could be housed. Led by the 
servant girl with a burning torch, Joseph 
eased, half-carried Mary down the irregular 
stone* steps into the cave below the inn, 
the interior already occupied by the 
donkeys, mules and horses of the travellers, 
a couple of nanny goats for milking and a 
few chickens roosting on poles. But at 
least it was warm; at least it was out of the 
wind; at least there was fresh straw where 
Mary could lie down. And the girl brought 
them a pitcher of water, some goat’s 
cheese and a few loaves of pitta bread. 

T here were not usually shepherds and 
their flocks near Bethlehem during 
the winter. Mostly the deserts of the 
Holy Land are very dry and very hot. But 


it rains in the winter, the untidy untractable 
bedspread of desert mounds and rockfaces 
covered for a few weeks in a sheen of 
grass and wild flowers The shepherds take 
advantage of it, tending their flocks of 
sheep and goats far out in the tractless 
wastes, the sounds of their pipes fluting as 
they while away the hours. But there were 
shepherds near Bethlehem that night. 
Snow was falling heavily. The men had 
built a bonfire to warm themselves against 
the cold, and were huddled together facing 
the flames, waiting as always for the dawn. 

Nobody knows for certain what exactly 
they experienced. Perhaps it was some 
kind of group hysteria. But within an hour 
of the birth of the child, those men who 
never ever left their flocks unattended had 
turned up at the inn and had demanded 
admission to the cave. “We see angels,” 
one of them announced, “many angels ... 
in big choirs. They sing. They tell us 
where to come.” And certainly, nobody 
could mistake the delight in the eyes of 
these simple countrymen as they looked 
down at the child Jesus, their calloused 
fingers gripping the edge of the manger 
which had been pressed into use as his 
fcrib. There was joy too in Mary’s face 
now, her ordeal over. Pale and exhausted 
after the birth, she nevertheless could not 
keep her eyes from the face of her tiny 
son. 

The servant girl helped them the follow- 
ing day move from the cave up the stone 
steps into the inn proper, a comfortable 
room for Mary with plump cushions on 
which she could sit with her baby to view 
the sunlit, snow-covered landscape. Joseph 
was to stay in the next room, at hand 
should she need anything. There was much 
coming and going, laughter and excitement 
as other residents of the inn came in turn 
to see the child. It was much easier to talk 
to Mary now that Jesus had been born. 
And yet . . . Joseph could not quite fathom 
it . . . this young woman, always in his 
experience so practical and down to earth, 
was speaking in terms that were mysterious 
to him, almost mystical. 

“This is no ordinary child,” she said as 
she put the baby to her breast. “God has 
chosen me to bear his son.” It must have 
been, Joseph thought, the trauma of the 
childbirth. He comforted himself with the 
belief that she would soon get over her 
delusions. Now she must rest, peacefully 
to take pleasure in her newfound mother- 
hood. He could hardly afford it, but they 
would stay at least a week, he decided, 
before they would think of leaving the inn 
at Bethlehem. 

T hat night, everyone was talking 
about the star. Only Mary recognized 
its portent, smiling gently to herself 
as she gazed at it through the little window 
of her room, a great splash of light in the 
sky, far larger than any ordinary star had 
ever been. Other people asked what it 
meant. There were soon developments. 
Within the hour, a retinue of wealthy 
travellers had appeared outside the inn. 
Camels knelt and musicians began to play. 
The innkeeper and the servant girl ran to 
and fro, excited that such exalted company 
should have arrived. Joseph went outside 
to witness the spectacle. The first words he 
heard astonished him beyond measure. 
“My friends and I have come to find the 
child,” a tall turbanned stranger said to 
the innkeeper, “for that is his star in the 
sky.” 

The scenes which followed continued to 
astonish Joseph years later, a memory that 
reverbrated for ever in the mind. Who 
exactly were those men? He had never 
really resolved the problem. They had 
brought rich gifts for the child certainly, 
gold panned from the rivers of 
Mesopotamia, frankincense from the trees 
of Arabia, myrrh in earthenware jars from 
the passes of Afghan. They had warned 
him, too, that he must leave Bethlehem, 
that Herod would wish to destroy the 
child. He was grateful to them for that. In 
a fit of savagery, Herod had indeed 
ordered the deaths of all children at 
Bethlehem under the age of two. But he 
and Mary had fled to Egypt before it 
happened. Yet that did not resolve for him 
the significance of their visit. 

Was Mary right to call her child the son 
of God? Joseph had pondered the question 
many times. Centuries earlier the prophet 
Isaiah had written: “Unto us a child is 
bom, unto us a son is given.” Could it be 
that the prophet was referring to that 
experience at Bethlehem? Could the Son 
really have been given even as the child 
was bom? 

The Revd Richard Hughes is Vicar of 
Whitchurch upon Thames . His many 
books include Travels In the Holy Land 
( Meerhurst Publications, £6.95). 
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INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrai, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 


David Silvey & Son 
Funeral Directors 
Westbourne Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 

Tel: (0494) 29193 


Cooks Funeral Service 
72 Broad Street 
Chesham 
Bucks 
HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 791359 


24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


PARKSIDE PROPERTY 
SERVICES 

☆ General Property Maintenance ☆ 

☆ House and Garden Clearance ☆ 

☆ Landscaping/Ponds/Patios 
☆ Window Cleaning ☆ 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

For a fast efficient service 

Tel: Gordon on Wheatley 2067 



THE EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent 
St Mary’s Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU 

For all your church embroidery and textile needs, 
including Vestments, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and 
Banners. 

Also available: Day Schools on church embroidery. 
Enquiries to: 

Embroidery Department, All Saints Convent 
Tel: 0865 248627 


NEW COLLEGE CHAPEL 

A vacancy will arise in the New Year for a 

PART-TIME CLEANER 

for the Chapel. The proposed hours are 8.45am to noon, 
Monday to Saturday and preferably one afternoon on a 
weekday. The Chapel is in regular daily use and 
preference may be given to applicants with an interest 
and experience in the care and cleaning of churches. 
Salary negotiable. Generous holidays. 
Application forms available from the Domestic Bursar 
telephone Oxford 279560 


THOMAS VALENTINE 
HOUSE 

SHELTERED HOUSING 

— Rooms still available 

— Unfurnished private rooms from £84-£87 per week 
including two daily meals 

— Housing benefit available for residents 

— Warden on call 24 hours a day 

For further details telephone: 

ANN SIMMONS ON 
CHALFONT ST GILES (02407) 71304 


HALL BROS 
Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted out on premises}. 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas — Collars (Plastic or Linen), 
Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and 
Choir Robes. Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit and 
quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 0X1 4BX 
TELEPHONE: 242756 


EXCLUSIVE KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 

Designed • Manufactured • Installed 


A family business offering a personal service 

y/e have no standard designs — only a standard of excellence. 

0 Free design/ planning service 

# Spacious showroom with adjoining workshop 

# Expert installation by craftsmen who take pride 

in their work * 


|kjtch EN} SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT 9.00am to 5,00pm 
'*-31 Oldfield Road. Maidenhead. Tel. 0628 782345 
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How to play the Happy Christmas Game: 


You need: 

Two or more players, or play by yourself against 
the dock. A dice and shaker. A counter or large 
button for each player 

To start: 

Each player throws in turn. You need a six to 
move on to Start. Then throw again to move off, 
and follow the instructions that go with the 
squares as you move round. 

Go to bed: 

If you are told to retire to bed you need to 
throw a five or six to get out of bed. 

Then return to square five. 

To finish: 

You must throw the exact number 
needed. Otherwise move 
backwards. The first to move 
on to Finish is the winner, 
but Happy Christmas to 
you all. 

If you get tired of 
playing the game as 
it is, you could 
make up your own 
set of instructions 
to go with the 
pictures on the 
squares. 



Melt lOOg of plain chocolate with 50g butter in a bowl over a pan 
of hot water. Meanwhile, grease a 7in shallow square tin. When 
chocolate has melted, remove pan from heat and add 4 dessert 
spoonfuls of evaporated milk and a handful of chopped walnuts 
to mixture. Then gradually beat in 300g of sieved icing sugar. 
Mix thoroughly until it forms a smooth, stiff mixture and spoon 
into tin. Spread level ar.d rough up surface. Allow to cool, cut up 
and turn out. 


Hot orange squash, 
Dry ginger ale and 
A pinch of cinnamon. 

Mix together. 


Don’t forget tl 

We often feel that the excitement ol 
perhaps because we often start celel 
festival lasts 12 days until Epiphan) 
is the u*y we remember the Three \ 
Bethlehem to see Jesus and bring H 
King, another frankincense because 
would suffer on the cross. In Spain, 
Three Wise Men will fill them with 
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Did You Know? 


• That Martin Luther probably suited the tradition of Christmas trees. He 
wanted to show his children how beautiful the surs looked against a dark 
forest background, so he took home a fir tree and covered it with 
lighted candles. Then, Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband, 
brought the first Christmas tree from Germany to 
England in 1 846. 

That Boxing Day is so called because 
alms boxes placed in churches to collect 
money for the poor were opened on 
December 26. 

•That mince pies used to be called 
wayfarers’ pies because they were 
offered to visitors. 

• That the carol The Holly and 
the Ivy is about 600 years old 
and the word ‘holly’ 
probably comes from 
‘holy*. However, 
decorating the home 
with evergreens is a 
pre-Christian custom 
which came to have a . 
special meaning for 
i Christians. The white 
flowers are a 
symbol of Mary’s 
purity, its prickly 
leaves remind us 
of Jesus’ crown 
of thorns and the 
red berries of the 
blood v;kicli he 
shed on the cross. 




Three Wise Men 

mas is over by December 27. But that’s 
too early and stop too soon. The Christian 
f\\ Often known as Twelfth Night, that 
u. . travelled from afar to the stable in 

i. One brought gold because He was a 
« fJ~t and the third myrrh because He 
.. _ ' sir shoes in the hope that the 

t s as they pass by. 
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THE ABBEY SCHOOL 
TEWKESBURY, GLOS 

A VOICE TRIAL 

For boys aged 8 - 9 V 2 will be held on 
Saturday, 15th February 1992 

The choristers sing Choral Evensong on weekdays 
during term, but have no weekend duties and are 
not required to sing over Christmas. They are, 
therefore, either day boys or weekly boarders. 

Telephone: 0684 294460 for further details 


THE PLOUGH 


Specialists in the supply of old agricultural, 
rural craft and domestic artefacts for use 
as decoration. 

ARTEFACTS ALSO WANTED 

MAYSLEITH, MILLAND, 
LIPHOOK, HANTS GU30 7JN 
Tel. 042876 323 


KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 

★ Boys Independent Secondary School 

★ GCSE and A Level Courses 

★ Boarding or Day pupils 

★ Small boarding houses 

★ Christian Foundation 

★ Excellent facilities 

★ Generous boarding bursaries according to need 
Situated on large estate near Chipping Norton. 
Assessment Day for 1991 intake on 4th February. 

Details: Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Oxon 
0X7 6TH. Telephone: 0608 658999 
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Westminster College OXFORD 

HAVE YOU... five years experience in 
ordained/recognised ministry? 

ARE YOU... interested in reflecting 
on the nature of your ministry? 

ARE YOU ...prepared to undertake 
part-time sustained study at home? 

Send for details of our ecumenical 

MA/Diploma in Applied Theology 
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This pudding does the impossible. It transforms a 'muddle* of nine ingredients into a 
delicious pudding with a crust at the bottom, custard in the middle and a scrumptious 
topping. It also reminds us that Jesus can do impossible things in our muddled lives 
when we turn to Him. 

Combine: 4 eggs, 7* cup marg, 1 cup plain flour, *A tspn salt, V* tspn baking powder, 
2 cups milk, 1 cup coconut, 1 tspn vanilla. Mix everything in a blender or with a 
hand mixer. Then cook in a buttered lOin pie dish for one hour at 350°F (gas Mark 
4). Turn out and see how the impossible can be done. 



The 
Driving 
School 

LEARNING TO DRIVE? 


FOR QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE, STRUCTURED 
TUITION - AND SERVICE YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM 
THE WORLD’S LARGEST MOTORING ORGANISATION 

CALL FREE ON 0800 60 70 80 


0 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
NON MEMBERS WELCOME 

Rt95lM0 0!lcr Fyun House. Bjsnptou Mjmosftr*. HG21 £A 
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TRADE 

Architectural; ★ Georgian; 

■ 

1 ★ Purpose Made; ★ B.S.E. E.J.M.A. 
I ★ Stairs a Speciality; ★ Designing 
I Service. 

HOUSEHOLD 



★ Interior Fittings: Bedroom Units; 

★ Built-in Deluxe Units; ★ Specialist 
in all Circular Works; ★ Turning; 

★ Kitchen Units built to 

De ®'9" hEQUIREMEN ts 

A. R. HOWELL 
Carpenters Shop, 
Dean House Farm, 
Church Lane, Newdigate, 
Surrey RH5 5DL. 

Tel: 0306 77714. 

Pav nnnfi 77798 
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PERSONALISED 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

Your child becomes the main Character of the story. Books 
have hard covers, full colour illustrations and high quality 
printing. 

A WONDERFUL KEEPSAKE 
Titles include ‘A Christmas Story.’ Price ONLY £6.95. 
For brochure send SAE to Hillwood Products, Dept. Door, 
58 Hilltop Drive, Ewood Bridge, Haslingden, Rossendale, 
BB4 6NB or call 0706 224612 


O^Uainai jjoinesuf, 

Beautiful bookcases, cabinets and fitted furniture, 
architectural joinery and restoration work for 
period buildings. 

★ ★ ★ 

For individual design and traditional skills 
contact Anna Hoare. 

Original Joinery 

Tel: (0865) 741754 or (0367) 240255 


SOUTH AFRICA 

3 WEEK TOUR 6-29 FEBRUARY 1992 

Swap the English Winter for the South African 
Summer. 

Price £1,825 all inclusive 

Your visit will benefit the Church in South Africa 

Contact: Rev Anthony de Vere, 
Elsfield Vicarage, Oxford OX3 9UH 

Tel: 086735 260 


Ancient Order of 
C Foresters 

51 Hill Avenue 
Amersham, Bucks 

Mr Jim Collins 

S 0494 433604 


Wish the readers a Happy Christmas 



^^Manor Nursing Home 


Long! short stay accommodation and Day 
Care facilities are available, with superb 
food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef. 

For further details please contact: 
MrsAbbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 
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BogS 

ROOFING 


94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 


Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2.300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
le£|^tated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 

-—waited battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
We also specialise "**s»ns fixed • A 2 5 -year guarantee against 
a terraced house, for example, 

slates is a fixed price ot maintenance on 

Fl £IJJ OOF,NG “ A *VPical 12x12 flat roof can cosr^* f 0j5 
E20Q. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10 year guarantee 
against leakage. 

_ • Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

A/B. All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 
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Inter-County 
Nursing Services 

The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND C0NCELEBRAT10N 
SIZES 

WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO GLUTEN 
FREE and SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Alter use. 

Price lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD. 
High Street, Lyminge, 
Folkstone, Kent CT18 8EL 
Tel. (0303) 863193 



HOUSEWORK 


Fully trained staff clean your home with 
care to the highest standard. Regular, 
Spring clean or one off. 

Call Chores 

Oxford — 0865 791996 
Chilterns — 0494 715824 
Thames Valley — 0628 20660 
Wokingham/Bracknell — 04867 81742 

All Staff referenced and insured. Latest equipment, safe 
products. Every area visited. 



COURSE IN BASIC 
COUNSELLING 
SKILLS 

Could you be a Life Counsellor? 

% We need more volunteers to help in our 
Pregnancy Care Centre in central Oxford, 
where we work with pregnant women and 
women suffering the after-effects of abortion. 

8 We are holding a training course for prospec- 
tive Life counsellors at St Andrew's, Linton 
Road, Oxford, on six Monday evenings, 13th 
January-24th February. Cost: £12. 


Saw theUiborn Child 


Interested? 


I^lilnlel. Paula Flynn 
LnlH 0993 772124 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

Wyndhafff*fil42 die Administrator 
Oxford OXmj° n Road > 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


Christmas crackers 


Radio Cracker, a national 
scheme organised by the 
Oasis Trust (which in pre- 
vious years has run -the 
Christmas Cracker Res- 
taurants) will harness the 
enthusiasm of thousands 
of young people all over 
the country to raise funds 
over the air on 90 new 
radio stations. 

At the same time they 
will learn about local radio 
and see their ideas turn 
into hard cash for needy 
young people the world 
over. Money will be raised 
through dedications, com- 
petitions, interviews, spon- 
sorship, advertising and 
hundreds of mad-cap 
special events. 

The young people have 
been co-opted through the 
network of Church youth 
i. “Although Radio 
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Cracker is based on Chris- 
tian principles” explains 
Robbie Frawley, organiser 
of Radio Cracker Milton 


Keynes, “any young people 
can join in, anyone can 
give money.” Cracker sta- 
tions have had to find 
equipment and studio ac- 
commodation by begging, 
borrowing and sponsors. 

Stations are on the air 
from the end of November 
until Christmas. Here is a 
list of Radio Crackers in 
the Diocese. 

Amersham 101. 7FM, the Revd 
T. Stone, 0494 772244. 

Aylesbury 101. 5FM, Tim 
Howlett, 02% 29838. 

Didcot, 101. 3FM, the Revd 
Mark Rudall, 0235 817874. 

Woodley, 100. 5FM, Steve 
Phillippo, 0734 442553/442588. 

Milton Keynes, 101. 1FM, Rob- 
bie Frawley, 0831 382751. 


If you want to help 

IN MILTON KEYNES ... IN MILTON KEYNES . . . 

Barnhouse: 402 North Row, Central Milton Keynes. Contact Michael 
Sorenesen on 0908 605084. An emergency night shelter for young people 
aged 16-25. Open daily, including Christmas Day, from 10pm-9am with a 
maximum stay of three nights. Run by the YMCA, and donations and food 
are always welcome. 

Cornerstone Accommodation: 22/23 Blackheath Crescent, Bradwcll Com- 
mon. contact Peter Bramshaw on 0908 6900%. Self catering, single rooms 
for six 18-23 year olds. Emphasis on making Christmas a real occasion. If 
you can contribute time, presents or donations, contact Peter Bramshaw. 

IN OXFORD ... IN OXFORD ... IN OXFORD ... 

The Gatehouse: An ecumenical project in central Oxford for people with 
nowhere to go, run by the Oxford Churches. Christmas Eve-New Year 
inclusive 5-7pm (excluding Christmas Day. Volunteers and contributions 
appreciated. Tel. 0865 792999 (do leave a message if there’s no one there). 
Day and Night Shelter: Luther Street, Oxford. Contact the Shelter on 0865 
250153. A joint Cyrenian/Probation service project runs the daily shelter 
from November to March covering the Christmas period. The night shelter 
opens from 7pm-8am all year round. Both shelters provide food and shelter 
to the homeless. Clothing, donations and, in particular, Christmas treats 
such as cakes and biscuits are very much needed. 

The Bridge: A young homeless centre. Needs all kinds of domestic 
equipment to help youngsters set up in bed-sits on their own. Plus Christmas 
gooaies like chocolate, nuts and puds that they simply can’t afford. Tel. 
Mark Dewhurst, 0865 794410 (Sam- 12 noon). 

The Porch: AH Saints Convent, Oxford. Contact Sister Jenny on 0865 
249127 or leave a message on 0865 728545. Alternatively, ring Jeanne 
Lindley on 0865 248876. 

Small “free cafe” offering tea and sandwiches run in the morning from 
10. 15-1 1.30am and in the evening from 6-8pm (5-8pm on Sundays and 
Mondays). Closed Wednesdays but open on Bank Holidays and throughout 
the Christmas period. Volunteers always needed and cakes, biscuits and 
mince pies would be more than welcomed. 

Micklewood House and SPhere offers a home for single women with one 
child and SPhere is a day centre for single parents and their children. The 
day centre is always in need of toys and Micklewood House would welcome 
new baby and toddler toys and clothes suitable for Christmas presents. If 


day centre is always in need of toys and 1 
new baby and toddler toys and clothes 

you would like to help please phone Karen Kuehne, 0865 794913. 

IN READING ... IN READING ... IN READING . 

Hope: St Saviour’s Hall, Berkley Avenue, Reading. Contact Bill Anderson 
on 0734 844240. A Christmas drop-in centre offering food and clothing to 
those in need. Open 10am-6pm (plus) on December 25, 26, 27. Friendly 
volunteers and gifts of food welcome. An appeal is going out to all churches 
to provide boxes in which the congregation can put an item of grocery. 

IN SLOUGH ... IN SLOUGH ... IN SLOUGH . . . 

The Slough Soup Kitchen: St MaiVs Church Vestr 
ict Rev. Derek West 0753 526369. A soup kit 

5.30-7pm, offering food, a hot 


>try, Church Street, Slough. 
) kitchen for the homeless. 


Contact Rev. Derek West 0753 526369. A soup 
Open on Sundays 2.30-4pm and Wednesday 
drink, second-hand clothing, bedding and toiletries. (Christinas lunch on 
December 22 at 2.30pm). Offers of any these will be most welcome. 


BY CAROL SINGING 


BY CAROL SINGING 


Carol Aid: Christian Aid, 55 Rectory Road, Oxford OX4 1BW. Contact 
0865 251222. Sing for Christian Aid at your own sponsored ‘carolthon’ using 
the new Popular Carol Book which can be ordered from the above address. 
All 113 carols will take five hours to sing or the less energetic can sing a 
selection! Sponsorship forms are also available. 

Age Concern: Town Hall, St Aldates, Oxford. Contact 0865 246580. 
Collection tins and stickers are available for carol-singers. Donations are 
also welcome to this organisation concerned at Christmas with the effect of 
winter weather conditions upon the elderly. 

Fox Box Carol Concert on December 7. See below. 

Crisis at Christmas: 7 Whitechapel Road, London El 1DU. Contact 071-377 
0489. Well known for its huge drop-in centre at Christmas but raises funds 
to help homeless projects nationwide throughout the year including some in 
the Oxford Diocese. Donations always welcome but especially at Christmas. 


IN A DIFFERENT WAY 


IN A DIFFERENT WAY 


Oxfam Christmas 1991 Stamp Appeal: Oxfam Christmas Stamp Appeal, 
Bicester OX6 7RF. Collecting just a third of the extra 100 million stamps in 
circulation this Christmas will boost Oxford’s income by more than £30,000. 
Simply tear the used stamps from your Christmas post, leaving at least a 
quarter of an inch of paper round the edges, and take them into your local 
(Jxfam, or send them to the above address. 

Feed the Children, based in Caversham, Reading, needs help with its 
Albania Alert campaign. Please send basic foodstuffs, rice, pasta, sugar, 
flour and tins (preferably those only, needing to be heated or which are 
ready to serve). Avoid single bottles. And the need for more tin openers is 
urgent. Volunteers are needed to sort, pack, label food, clothing, shoes, etc, 
at the warehouse in Reading. For more information contact Feed the 
Children, 23 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Berks, RG4 8JB, 0734 
461611. Please send parcels to Feed the Children Warehouse, Gasworks 
Road, off King's Road, Reading, Berks. 

The Salvation Army needs tinned foods, both basic and special to make up 
the parcels they deliver to those in need at Christmas. The v would also like 
safe and “as new” toys for the children (please 1 ’t s^. 1 very old or 
broken toys). Donations of food and cash are also welcome for the 
Christmas dinner and tea for the lonely on Christmas Day. Please take 
goods to the Salvation Army shop adjoining the Citadel (address below) 
between 10am-2.30pm Monday to Friday. Donations (cheques payable to 
’Salvation Army’ snould be sent to The Salvation Amy Citadel, Albion 
Place, Oxford. 

Fox FM’s Fox Box Appeal is in two legs. Non-perishable groceries are being 
collected for elderly people in need. Distributed by the Salvation Army ana 
other voluntary organisations. There will be many collection points including 
all Co-operative Stores. Phone 0865 748787 for the full list. 

The Fox Box fund raising drive collects money for local charities of all 
shapes and sizes through an on-air auction at 9am on December 15 and an 
outdoor Carol Concert spectacular in Oxford's Gloucester Green with the 
Royal Choral society and the Central Band of the RAF at 6pm, on 
Bcrkiiifcy L You 03,1 f ,IM * Fox FM on .6 FM. Phone 0865 748787 
suitable for*Yhe Social Services Departments welcome gifts 

K a^™ 0734 2348521 fOF OXO " 0805 9, ™5 «o be be put in 
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God is for all 


In the October issue of The 
DOOR we are introduced to 
the most recent ordinands 
from this Diocese, all of 
whom, we are told, are 
successful professionals. We 
are also encouraged, as in 
previous issues, to deliver 
The DOOR to non church- 
going households in our par- 
ishes. 

It seems to us that the 
very people we are trying to 
encourage in this Decade of 
Evangelism may be put off 
by the distance from their 
own circumstances of these 
ordinands. Do you not think 
that instead of listing the 
successes of these people, it 
may be wiser to mention 
their hopes, opinions and 
even their uncertainties — 
so that the Church may be 
seen as a living, caring body 
of use to everyone? 

Might it not also be valu- 
able in the same context to 
run a series of ‘God in the 
life of ordinary parishioners, 
rather than just those who 
are well known or excep- 
tional. After all, God is for 
everyone! 

St Lukes Wives Group , 
Maidenhead 

Misleading 

I found the dialogue article 
‘A sense of vocation’ in the 
October DOOR both disap- 
pointing and misleading. 
Although the opening para- 
graph stated that “the 
Church has never before 
offered such a variety of 
opportunities to men and 
women”, the article concen- 
trated very heavily on priest- 
hood, said little about lay 
ministry, and nothing at all 
about the ministry of ordain- 
ed women. 

Every question, apart 
from the first, referred to 
priests, and the overall em- 

hasis was on the joy of 

eing a parish priest. May I 
say, as an apparently invis- 
ible woman deacon, that I 
can identify closely in my 
own ministry with what 
Christopher Hewetson said 
about his life as a parish 
priest. But I would add 
something more — I find 
that parish ministry has an 
affinity with being a parent, 
enabling people to grow 
and mature in faith and 
confidence in their own gifts 
for ministry and service. Of 
the four photos illustrating 



the article, the one that 
portrayed effectively this en- 
abling role was the one of 
the (female) deacon. 

Moreover, may I point 
out that my parish priest 
was not the only one to 
play a part in fostering my 
vocation, which the article 
would suggest to be the 
norm. It was, of course, he 
who eventually forwarded 
my name to the Diocesan 
authorities. But, on the way, 
it was two or three percep- 
tive lay people in the con- 
gregation and beyond who 
gave me generously of their 
time, support and encour- 
agement. In other words, it 
was a collaborate process 
involving clergy and laity 
together. 

The Revd. Catherine Dyer, 
Wokingham 

God as 
mother 

The publication by a Ban- 
bury vicar, the Revd Philip 
Tovey, of his booklet Pray-' 
ing to God as Mother , high- 
lights the inherent dangers 
of too academic an approach 
to matters of Christian faith. 

As an ordinary lay person, 
it is with some trepidation 
that I remind Mr Tovey of 
the fact that Jesus constantly 
addresses God as Father 
throughout the Gospels, that 
the Lord’s Prayer which he 
taught us begins “Our Fa- 
ther” and that the very last 
words he uttered were 
“Father! In your hands I 
place my spirit!” (Luke 
23:46). 

The example of Jesus him- 
self, as revealed in scripture, 
must surely take precedence 
over fleeting 20th century 
intellectual theories. 

Colin Dobson, 
Oxford 

Vocation 

In addressing the Conference 
of Anglican Secondary 
Heads recently during their 
conference at Chester Col- 


lege, the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury spoke of teaching as 
a Christian vocation. He 
said: “Compared with a gen- 
eration ago, I sense that 
teaching (and perhaps nurs- 
ing as well) has begun to 
lose its vocational basis. 
The more managerial and 
administrative responsibilit- 
ies are given to teachers, 
the more likely it is that this 
vocational aspect will be 
eroded. But it is partly the 
responsibility of the Church 
itself to ensure that amongst 
the options of a satisfying 
life of Christian service the 
vocation of the teacher is 
not ignored ” 

The recent article in The 
DOOR and the general 
message heard on many sides 
seem to suggest that the 
only vocation is to the priest- 
hood. The Archbishop has 
given a timely reminder in a 
period when teachers’ moral 
is low, and they feel battered 
on all sides. 

Freda Storrar, 
Abingdon 

Lay Ministry 

I apologise to the deacons 
that I did not include them 
more when I tried tQ outline 
the fulfilment that many 
experience in the priesthood 
in the article on vocation 
(September DOOR). But I 
did not reserve the term 
‘full-time ministry’ for the 
clergy alone, but specifically 
included lay ministry in my 
opening sentence. 

To accuse me of the 
worst kind of clericalism 
does not fit, nor does Keith 
Lamdin’s understanding of 
full-time ministry as applying 
to every member of the 
Church square with reality 
(October issue). If someone 
has a full-time vocation to 
work with the elderly, this 
is over and above everyone’s 
responsibility towards the 
elderly. Taking this line 
would result in the submerg- 
ence of the ministerial priest- 
hood and diaconate. The 
vocations advisers have been 
appointed principally to raise 
this profile ana encourage 
men and women appropri- 
ately to consider that God 
may be calling them to 
these and specific lay minis- 
try. 

The Revd Christopher 
Hewetson, Diocesan Voca- 
tions Adviser, Oxford 


Christmas with the YWCA 


WHAT does the YWCA 
mean to you? For many it 
means happy memories, a 
safe place to live in the first 
move from home ... a 
house where young people 
from many backgrounds, re- 
ligions and countries 
developed a home from 
home. For some older peo- 
ple, the YWCA is synony- 
mous with relief work along- 
side Her Majesty’s Forces 
during the Second World 
War in, for instance, Burma. 
For the widely-travelled, the 
YWCA may be remembered 
for its work on primary 
health care, on women’s 
issues, and with refugees 
(the latest being the hun- 
dreds of refugees into the 
Lebanon from the Gulf War) 
in developing countries. 

From their national head- 
quarters in central Oxford, 
this is the story of Christmas 
1991 for the YWCA (Young 
Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion) in Britain, in Houses, 
and at Centres — many in 
disadvantaged communities. 

Celebration 

Christmas is marked by 
the YWCA in different ways, 
but the common ground is 
celebration. At Community 
Centres, Houses (as the Hos- 
tels are now called), and at 
the ‘Y Dub’ centres with 
the Army in Germany and 
Cyprus, people have parties, 
services, carol concerts, and 
try to ensure that an invita- 
tion is extended to any who 
may be alone. 

Many of our Houses are 
home to young people from 
abroad, and from many dif- 


ferent faiths. Shared meals 
are typical in the Y at 
Christmas. For young people 
who are too far away to 
travel home the House Di- 
rector encourages a shared 
traditional-English Christmas 
dinner. 

At one of our Small 
Houses in Cheshire which 
caters for vulnerable young 
women who have been refer- 
red to us from probation 
services, local authority care 
etc, Christmas dinner has 
an additional purpose. Many 
are used to TV dinners, 
snacks and fast food — for 
them, a Christmas dinner, 
at a fully decorated table, 
together with the conven- 
tions of a family meal is 
very novel. 

Community 

Our community centre in 
Wolverhampton opens its 
doors to the elderly and 
lonely on Christmas Day, 
and offers lunch, tea, party 
games and Christmas gifts 
to over 100 local people 
who would otherwise be 
alone. At Llanelli, Father 
Christmas will visit the 
playgroups for babies and 
toddlers who live in bedsits. 
For them, a party at home 
is virtually impossible. The 
carol service there involves 
everyone, old and young, in 
preparing a carol or a read- 
ing. The community is also 
brought together for a 
Christmas Fair, selling goods 
made by YWCA members 
during the year to raise 
funds for the centre’s activit- 
ies. 


In Germany our 
Fallingbostel YWCA held 
Christmas in October this 
year. Last Christmas, famil- 
ies were separated by the 
Gulf War, as the Desert 
Rats were in Kuwait and 
Iraq, and this Christmas 
one third will have left 
Germany. Many families 
wanted Christmas with the 
YWCA again so Christmas 
carols were sung and 
mincepies eaten; Cinderella 
worked in the gift shop, and 
a Christmas Grotto was in4 
stalled in the toy shop — all 
in October before they were 
posted out. 

Christmas with the YWCA 
is based on both the tradi- 
tions of Christianity — cel- 
ebration and sharing, and 
the founding themes of the 
YWCA — prayer and practi- 
cality. In responding to local 
needs, the Y presents a 
very varied face. The con- 
sistent theme is the Y’s aim 
to enhance both the quality 
of the lives of women and 
young people, and the day 
to day practical issues of 
modern living. « 

The YWCA of Great Brit- 
ain National Headquarters 
is at Clarendon House, 52 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 
0X1 3EJ, telephone 0865 
726110. We are happy to 
hear from anyone who would 
like to help with our work, 
who would like to know 
more, or would like to 
make a donation. 

Linda Nutt and Ruth Goodwin 
Linda is Oxford YWCA's 
Director of Public Affairs 
and Ruth is Director of 
Fundraising. 


Organs for the record 4 


Bernard Martin has been fascinated by 
organs ever since he became a choral 
scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford. He 
went on to become a church organist, and 
for seven years has been Organist and 
Choirmaster at Stanford in the Vale Parish 
Church, New Farringdon. 

Now that passion has been taken one 
stage further — because Martin has record- 
ed eight of the best organs of Oxford on 
two compact discs. The idea came to him 
after he came upon a book called The 
Organs of Oxford. First he had to decide 
which of the City’s fifty organs were 
suitable for his project and then, in 
consultation with the organists, to decide 
which music best suited each instrument’s 
distinctive character. Lastly he had to 
consider the recording equipment, not a 
great problem for a man who is not only 


Computing Supervisor for the University 
but also a Director of OxRecs DIGITAL 
which specialises in location recording. 

The organs recorded include Christ 
Church Cathedral, New College Chapel, 
the Sheldonian Theatre, the Town Hall 
and the University Church. The project 
features over 300 years of English and 
European organ music and will delight 
scholars and enthusiasts alike. Thanks to 
the generosity of the organists and Oxford 
colleges, part of the profits will go to the 
University’s fund raising appeal, Campaign 
for Oxford. 

Organs of Oxford , Volume 1 and 2 is 
available for £12.99 for the set including p 
and p from OxRecs DIGITAL, 18 Oxford 
Lane, Grove, Wantage, Oxon OX12 7PJ. 
Twin cassettes are also available (£7.99). 


mm 



THE GARDENERS' ROYAL 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Bridge House, 

1 39 Kingston Road, 
Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7NT 

Donations are urgently needed 
for.expansion of the societies 
work in Gloucestershire and 
Scotland. 

Registered Charity No. 213328 

Tel: 0372 37 3962^ _ 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL 
TEWKESBURY, GLOS 

A VOICE TRIAL 

for boys aged 8-9 Vi will be held 
on Saturday, 9th February 1991 

The choristers sing Choral Evensong on weekdays 
during term, but have no weekend duties and are 
not required to sing over Christmas. They are, 
therefore, either day boys or weekly boarders. 

Telephone: 0684-294460 for further details 
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“ Stress can damage your Personal and Company Health 
Take a day and discover how to develop stress hardiness and 
■ take away a Personal Stress Management pack. 

Relaxation techniques, new responses, restructing lifestyle help 
“ combat the effects of stress. 

Evalute the impact of stress on work, team performances, 

" personal relationships. 

S Start to take positive control, skills once learnt are yours for 

- life. 

S STRESS MANAGEMENT SERVICES are running seminars to help 
" you and your employees. Book Now for one of the following dates: 

★ Monday 9th December 1991 T 

★ Thursday 19th Decemfrifr}*'' ' 

"S' Wycombe 0494 473741/4MK4 „ 

ggass* 


Samsu*itans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always mere at me end el me line 


?2?enbp glnne Crafts 

Quality handrn*yw ■ ** 
SOFT TO&Sae to Order 

Trade Catalogue available 
Send SAE A5 size for catalogue 

Dept PT, Wendy Anne Crafts 
55 Winchester Road, Countesthorp 
Leicester LE8 3PN 
Telephone: (0533) 771017 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


♦ TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


(CONSULTUS 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours 
need help in the home? 

If so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long 
term care of the elderly, the 
sick and the young at home. 
Nurses, housekeepers, 
companions, nannies and 
mothers' helps. 
CONSULTUS AGENCY 
17 London Road 
Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 
(0732) 355231 


Mrs Monica 
Evans 

QUALIFIED 

CHIROPODIST 

Private chiropody in the 
comfort and privacy of your 
home. Specialist in the 
Aylesbury area. 

Tel: (0296) 
641403 


LOOKING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CARS? 

CONTACT US BEFORE 
STARTING YOUR 
SEARCH FOR A HOME 


ABldlH' 

(COMMUNITY CARE) 

2t SURREY STREET, NORWICH 

(0603) 

764567 


TVS _ 1 A 7- , Rivermead Centre 

U 1211 ADllliy Abingdon Road 

INFORMATION CENTRE Tel: Oxford 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 791818 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 

Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2. 30-4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 

Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays 

Member of the Oxfordshire Dialability Information Network (ODIN) 



A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 

LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 



THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business TVips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

° 4 weeks. Residential, Good Salaries 

head ofA lit information 
Horsham 0403 210415 Windsor 

' <)KK 0904 631369 Colchester 0206 768659 

«■ — sr -*88,8 jsz rsi sn* 
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J5J9J4 YEOVIL 0935 410343 


ia % m ■ HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
10A Market Square. Horsham. West Sussex. RHI2 1EI 


COMMUNITY CARE 


NEEDED 

We provide a caring service for 
the elderly and disabled in their 
own homes. If you have caring 
experience, hours to spare, day 
or night, and transport: 
Please ring (0993) 850050 
for details of pay and hours. 
(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEAC0NSF1ELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


(Near Southampton) 

Family run Residential Home for the Elderly currently 
have vacancies. Single rooms from £200 per week. 
Local Authority Registered. Run to a high standard. 

Please telephone Resident Proprietor Mrs Valerie 
Ross on Chandlers Ford (0703) 261987 


CHILWORTH HOUSE 

Registered Retirement Home 

24 hourly attention by caring staff 

Short or long stay 

Single and sharing accommodation now available. 
Special diets catered for 

7 RECTORY AVENUE, HIGH WYCOMBE 

TEL: HW 526867 


Oxford Aunts Care 

Temporary live-in help plus day or night care. 
Oxford 791017 

Nans of Oxford Aunts 

Nanny, Au Pair, Nursery Nurse service 
Oxford 791016 

Oxford Aunts Domestic 

Cleaning, Cooking, Gardening, Babysitting, etc. 
Oxford 249784 


OXFORD AUNTS EMPLOYMENT AGENCY, 2 GEORGE ST, OXFORD 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail and Confused Elderly 

• Individual and Independent Care 
• Home from Home Environment 
Fees from £1 70 per week 
DHSS funded residents welcome 
Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long and Short Stay Care 

TEL: HICH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex-- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 

near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 

f mvate garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
andscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy, but they 
have the assurancoof an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels’’ and laundry service are 
available as and when required. There is a communal guest suite 
^ burden of hospitality. 

are to be solaon a n.,„~ • ,/ . , 

p__ „ ‘ntsjze (from one to three bedrooms) 
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BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 
AND CAR SERVICE 

Also Wheelchair Minibus 

24-Hours 

WHEELCHAIRS AND COMMODES FOR HIRE 

Telephone (0295) 259189 



THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 


• Warm homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, Supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay. • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modem aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 


THOMAS VALENTINE HOUSE 

Chalfont St Giles 

SHELTERED HOUSING 

Rooms still available, unfurnished private 
rooms, from £84-£87 pw. 

Including 2 daily meals. 

Housing benefit available. Warden assisted. 

For further details telephone Ann Simmons on 

(02407) 71304 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 

full information is available from: 

15 Boult S^^fCURITY^LTD 

Telephone: 0734 503745 4 ®® 1 -— 
Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 
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Seeing stars 


The media are full of 
stars: actors and actresses, 
musicians and 
sportspeople. The college 
that I attend is packed 
with people trying to mimic 
them. They practise and 
pour their hearts into rugby 
training for three hours in 
heavy rain (long after the 
men’s team has called it a 
day), and play wailing 
guitar solos in the style of 
Jimi Hendrix (these folk 
tend to do their practice in 
the wee small hours). 

There are all sorts of 
other kinds of stars, too. 
We can see them when we 
bang our heads, or look at 
certain columns in news- 
papers and magazines. 
They can even be seen on 


the foreheads of some 
horses. 

But the stars visible on 
a clear night speak to me 
of God’s enormousness. 
The bright light often gives 
the illusion of forming 
points, which we use to 
indicate direction. The peo- 
ple at college get some 
sort of direction from those 
stars that they aim to be 
like. The Wise Men at 
Epiphany got their direc- 
tion from the star. If we 
prepare carefully, like ath- 
letes and musicians, then 
we can gather with the 
Wise Men under the Star 
of Bethlehem. 

Mark Ringer 

Mark Ringer is reading 
communication studies at 
Wales Polytechnic. 


The Princess Margaret Royal 
Free School in Windsor is 
one of only two Church of 
England secondary schools 
in the Diocese. In January 
this year the land in front of 
the school was a jungle of 
concrete and weeds. How- 
ever, this summer its pupils 
gave up not only their free 
time, but part of their holi- 
days, to transform the area 
into an attractive ecological 
centre complete with trees, 
plants and a pond. They 
were helped by a local com- 
pany who lent a mechanical 
digger to assist with the 
excavation work and gave 
£1,000 for fencing and plants. 

Next, a group of pupils 
wrote to their patron, Prin- 
cess Margaret, to ask her to 
come and open the new 
area. On October 10 she 
came. 

Together with the Lord 
Lieutenant of Berkshire, the 
Princess was taken on a tour 
by the school’s headmaster, 
Philip Hutchinson (pictured), 
while two six formers showed 
her round the new ecological 
area. 



I wonder how many of you 
have had experience of a 
new baby recently. 

First, we have to get ready 
for it. Quite a list: a name, 
a cot, clothes, nappies, toys, 
a room, special classes for 
mums and dads, special 
food, and much more. 
There’s a real excitement as 


the time for the baby to be 
born gets nearer. 

The most exciting time, 
of course, is when it arrives. 
What is it? How much did 
it weigh? Who does it look 
like? Can I hold it? Isn’t it 
tiny? And a time of special 
caring begins. It isn’t long 
before family and friends 
from near and far arrive 


How to make a Jesus Cube/Box 


Colour the picture 

Cut round the bold lines 

Fold all tabs and sections backwards 
Paste together 

Decide which name for 
Jesus means most to 
you, and tell a friend 

To turn it into a box, 
leave the top flap unpasted 

(C) Scripture Union. Used by permission 
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with presents, and to take a 
look at the new baby. 

These three stages are 
just like Advent, Christmas 
and Epiphany. 

Advent is a time of getting 
ready. We can think of how 
to get ready for the coming 
of Jesus. There’s a lovely 
book called God with us , by 
Stuart Thomas (published 
by Kevin Mayhew at £5.50). 
It covers the time from 
Advent Sunday to Epiphany 
with a daily Bible reading, 
some thoughts and sugges- 
tions about things to do, 
and a prayer. It’s for every- 
one, from very young chil- 
dren to adults. Of course, 
there are all the usual things 
like Advent candles and 
calendars, and getting the 
crib ready, plus activity 
books with lots of ideas for 
things to make and do. You 
could also make the Jesus 
cube on this page. 

Christmas itself is the cel- 
ebration of the birth of 
Jesus, and as with most 
birthdays we have a party 
— but I am sure none of us 
would go to a birthday 
celebration and completely 
ignore the person whose 
birthday it was! We say 
thank you to them for the 
invitation, so we can say 
thank you to God for Jesus’ 
birthday. 

As I said, the new baby 
receives presents, and at 
Epiphany we think of the 
Wise Men and their gifts. 
What presents can we bring 
to Jesus? We can’t wrap 
something up in a parcel, 
but what can we do that 
will help Jesus in His work? 

Perhaps you could write 
to me with some of your 
ideas, and I can use them in 
Roger and Out -in February. 
In the meantime, I hop 


you have 
Christmas. 


a very joy; 


>pe 

ful 


Roger 

Roger Fray is the Children’s 
Officer for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 


SUibtn Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 
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MON 16 DEC 1991- 
SAT25 JAN 1992 


BOX OFFICE 0734 591 591 



SEATS £7.00- £11. 00 j 
HUGE DISCOUNTS FOR GROUPS f 
RING 0734 390011 
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TREVOR M. 
MULLARD 

HIGH QUALITY oKEs 

DECORATORS 

* ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

* QUALIFIED & EXPERIENCED TRADESMAN 

* FULLY INSURED 

* DOMESTIC (CONTRACT) COMMERCIAL 

* FREE CONSULTATION 

* FREE QUOTATIONS (WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS) 

* FULL DETAILED SPECIFICATION OF WORKS 

* FLOOR & WALL TILERS 

* INSURANCE ESTIMATES 


KDLNGTON (08675) 78054 

8am- 10pm 7 Days 

Working Hours CELLNET (0860) 407238 
(Premium Rate Charges Apply) 

15 Marlborough Avenue, Kidlington, Oxon 


IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

IS 

is 

IS 

IS 

IS 


a* il ;T*TvTJ 



Exdusive Bodleian 
Manuscript 
Christmas Cards 

Carrying the same images as the new Christmas 
stamps, available now in the Bodleian Shop, at 
£2.50 for ten. Many new unusual and 
exclusive gifts — from notecards and jigsaws 
to our new family game "Ex Libris . 

Find us in the 

Old Schools Quadrangle, 
Entrance from Raddiffe Square, 
Catte Street and Broad Street 

Open: Monday-Friday 9-5. Saturday 9- 1 2.30 


PRIVATE and INDUSTRIAL 

★ New roofs of all types it Flat roof specialists 
Any repairs undertaken — No jobs too big or 
too small — Special rates for senior citizens 

OLYMPIC HOUSE, AMERSHAM 
TELEPHONE: (0494) 721915 

24 hour emergency — tel. (0831 ) 314470 



Available for your odd 
Jobs in the House or garden 

Large or small. Anything considered. 
Reasonable rates for gardening, decorating, 
fencing, clearing, cleaning, etc. 

Contact: 

Frederick May (0869) 320605 
or Bryan Court (0869) 244900 


CHRISTIANS IN 


BUSINESS 

As a committed Christian and Director of ITM (UK) Ltd, 
sometimes it becomes discouraging working with people 
who do not share my belief in God. 

As part of a multi-national company which is achieving 
unprecedented growth, positions within our corporation 
are being continuously created. I therefore seek like- 
minded individuals who understand that the love of 
money is the real evil, not money itself, which if used 
constructively can have a powerful influence for good, 
worldwide attainable income levels are certainly far 
above those being generated in conventional businesses. 

If you are a church leader seeking ways of obtaining 
money for growth, a businessman looking to diversify or a 
new challenge, or an individual looking for a career 
change into a quite exceptional industry, I would love to 
hear from you. 

Please contact: 

GARY MARLOW on 
0962 851893 

V / 
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DEVON(SOUTH) 

Bring your family to stay on our farm, 
where you’ll find a warm, Christian 
welcome — and the kettle boiling! 
Glorious views over River Teign, within 
easy reach of Dartmoor/Torbay/Exeter. 
Fishing, Boating, Beaches within a 
mile. Games Room, with Snooker 
Table, Table Tennis, Darts. 
Bed/Breakfast with Evening Meal, with 
Good Home Cooking. 

Some rooms en-suite. Family and 
single accommodation. 

Brochure on request 
Mrs Gwyneth Pengelly 
Teignharvey Park 
Combe-in-Teignhead 
Nr. Newton Abbot TQ12 4RS 
’Phone Shaldon (0626) 872796 


CHALET 

HOTEL 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 

Family hotel 50 yards from 
the beach, superb sea views. 
Plenty of home cooking 

Dinner, bed and full 
English breakfast from 

£1 10 per week 

Reduced rates for children 

★ Some en-suite rooms 

★ Tea making facilities 

★ Colour TV 

For further details contact: 
MRS LITTLE on 
IOW (0983) 852285 


THE ABBEY 



Sutton Courtenay, Oxon 0X14 4HF 

Thomas Merton — A Study Retreat 
With Rev’d Canon Donald Allchin 6-8 Dec 

The Kingdom Within 

With Rev’d Dr Susan Cole-King 7 Dec 

Economies and Ethics: 

Personal Change and Social Reform 
With James Robertson and Elizabeth 
Nathaniels 7 Dec 

Christianity in Crisis — 

The Challenge of Feminism 
With Rev’d Dr Susan Cole-King 

11-19 Jan 1992 

SahandLight: 

A Contemplative Retreat 

With Rev’d Marcus Thompson McCausland 
24-26 Jan 

Leadership Training for Groups 

With Rev’d Leighton Thomas 1 A 8 Feb 


Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, superbly 
situated with its own beach access. 


Package holidays incl. Car Ferry PLUS Special Mini-Breaks from £100 inc. 


• | ; .n suilc moms nil with panoramic sea views, tea/coffcc facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• Excellent food with choice of menu • Well stocked bar and wine cellar 
• Live entertainment • Free parking 
Brochure on request from Truth Harrington anti Derek Pullen 

Helf’ravc Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight P038 IJH. Tel: (0983) 852404 
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FELLOW/HIPrt 
Tours from £275! 


Every visit to the Lands 
of the Bible is more than 
just a holiday — it's a 
spiritual experience. 
For 15 years. Fellowship 
Tours has helped 
thousands of travellers of 
all denominations to 
discover the wonder of 
the Holy Land. 
An experience you’ll 
always remember — at 
prices you can’t afford to 
miss. Write or call today 
for your FREE brochure. 

NO STAMP NEEDED. 


Fellowship Tours 
FREEPOST BS6263 
Chard 

Somerset TA20 2BR 
Tel: 0460 20540 


EfowDorney 

■ - centre^ 


The Eton Domey Centre is a residential Youth Centre accommodating up to 
25 in Dormitories and family/Leaders ' rooms. 

The Centre provides holidays for under-privileged children from inner city 
areas, educational mid-week breaks and weekends for young people. 

It is ideally situated, being only 40 minutes drive from London and Oxford, 
and just off the M4. 

There are many places of interest to see and plenty of things to do. 



Write for our latest brochure to: 

Colin Morton, Warden 

The Eton Dorney Centre, The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 6QS 
Telephone: (0628) 662823 





Worldwide Travel Services 

62 Park Lane, Poynton, Cheshire SKI 2 IRE 
Tel: 0625 859515 Fax: 0625 850514 

Australia from £499 return 

USA from £199 return 

Canada from £229 return 

MANY MORE DESTINATIONS AVAILABLE 
For the best possible prices call us now on: 

0625 859515 

Open till 7pm Thurs/Fri abta 03215 



Flights Assured International 

HEAVENLY PRICES, MILES CHEAPER! 

Summer ’92 Malaga 

£105 

Alicante 

£99 

Tenerife 

£139 

Turkey 

£149 

Lanzarote 

£129 

Palma 

£115 

Athens 

£125 

Algarve 

£115 

Florida Fly Drives 

£239 

Cyprus 

£179 

Longhaul specials — Australia 

£599 

Bangkok 

£399 

Toronto 

£199 

Orlando accommodation from 

. £290/wk 

SUPERB LAST MINUTE SPECIALS 

S 0905 23978/25269 S 

RETAIL AGENTS FOR ATOL 



JUST GOLF 

111 OLD BATH ROAD, 
CHARVIL (0734) 340343 

Welcome Food Pack 

Detached three double bedroom, three 
bathroom luxury air conditioned villa. 

Villa Martine Golf 


Between Alicante and La Manga 
Accommodation prices per week 
October 1 991 — September 1 992 
2 people sharing £90 per person 

4 people sharing £60 per person 

6 people sharing £50 per person 

Satellite TV. Reduced Golf Fees. 
Approximately £20 per day per person. 
Air fares and car hire can be arranged by 
Just Golf if required. 

Parties of 1 0 catered for. 

With golf matches against local English 
residents. 

Entry to local competitions arranged. 


BANGOR -NORTH WALES 

An ideal centre for exploring the mountain scenery of 
Snowdonia and the beautiful Isle of Anglesey. 

★ ★ AVAILABLE JULY-SEPTEMBER ★ ★ 
Self-catering flats and homes from £220 per week. Bed and 
breakfast accommodation subject to vacancies. 

★ ★ ACTIVITY /LEISURE/STUDY BREAKS ★ ★ 
Information and booking forms from: 

The Conference Office (H49) 

University of Wales, Bangor, 

Gwynedd LL57 2DG 
Tel: (0248) 351151 ext 2560 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Why not enjoy your holiday or church conference in one of the 
most beautiful and scenic parts of the country. 

OUR PROGRAMME FOR 1992 INCLUDES: 


Winter warms (bargain breaks) 

Exploring the historical landscape 
Creative writing 
Easter houseparty 
Garden in springtime birdwatching 
Summer houseparty week 
Family fun week 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 05395 32733 


7th March-1 4th March 
29th March-3rd April 
5th April-1 0th April 
16th April-21 st April 
26th May-30th May 
25th July-1 st Aug 
1 5th Aug-22nd Aug 


Haldoij Court 




EXMOUTH DEVON 
HOLIDAY & LEISURE CENTRE 



★ Lively Fellowship ★ Good Ministry ★ Weekly Pro- 
gramme of Activities ★ Indoor & Outdoor Swimming 
Pools ★ Full Menu ★ Flexible Times ★ Send For Details 
Now 

34, Douglas Ave, EX8 2HB 
TEL. (0395) 263836. 


Christian Endeavour ° 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 
I ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK I 
■ SNOWDONIA ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holidav/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcomoe Brook, Bury BL0 91 

v 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOUDAY from only £65 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Highlands ~J ERSEY 


“ for the best in Christian hospitality 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry * m A vnCTOBER 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms ★ Reason MAY-OCTO0ER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool k Fully inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL, Dept DR, Corbiere • St. Brelade • 
Jersey JE3 8HN • Channel Islands • Tel (0534) 44288 
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: MINEHEAD ; 

• West Somerset a 

■ Christian hotel and self-catering ■ 

* flats. Directly on me sea front and ■ 

■ nestled under the hills of Exmoor. • 

■ Superb comfort and excellent « 

■ company. ■ 

:mini breaks: 

■ Charged at daily rate so you can ■ 

■ afford to take a short break from ■ 

■ home and completely relax. 
m For further information write to 

■ Stuart Lawrence CW. 

■ Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 

■ Westholme. The Esplanade, 

■ Minehead. Somerset 

■ TA24 5QP 


Methodist Guild 
Holidays 


Ring 0629 580550 (24hrs) 
for new colour brochure 


Derwent House (D) 
Cromford 
Matlock 
DE4 5JG 
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★ ★ ALL YEAR ROUND * * 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket, etc. 

Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 

to Australia, N.Z., Africa, USA, India, etc. 


GEM SERVICES 

081-813 8877 


Agents for National Express Buses and Ferries 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering accommodation 
for up to 30 people. 

Situated in a small town surrounded 
by lovely countryside. There are 
many places of interest within easy 
reach. 

It is ideal for church groups. 

For further details contact 

Alison Clamp 
Wirksworth URC 
Colwell St, Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

Telephone 0629 824323 


The "Melbuty" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1 . Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed -bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


LLYN PENINSULA 
NORTH WALES 

SELF-CA TERING H0LIDA YS 

3 HOUSES AVAILABLE 

ABERSOCH — up to 28 persons 
— family house up to 9 persons 
NEFYN — up to 20 persons 

Situated few minutes sea, fully 
equipped, open all year, short 
winter breaks, fire certificates. 

Send stamp for brochure to: 

J. PICKEN, Cambrian Coast 
Evangelical Trust, Pengwem 
Sam Bach Road, Abersoch, 
Gwynedd LL53 7ER. 

Tel. Abersoch (0758) 813301 


GREENSIDE CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 

14 Royal Esplanade, Westbrook, Kent CT9 5DX 
Managers: Elizabeth and David Morrow 
Tel: (0843) 221107 

The house is set in its own grounds and offers 5 miles of level 
walks beside the sea. Ideal for Canterbury, Dover, Deal, 
Sandwich and Dickens Broadstairs and ferries to France. The 
beach is safe and sandy and has boats and sailboard for hire; 2 
lounges, TV, table tennis, mini-golf, croquet. Morning prayers. 
ROOMS: 11 singles, 6 twin, 2 family (en suite available) 


AINMOOR GRANGE 

CARAVAN and CAMPING PARK 

Mickley Lane, Stretton 
NE Derbyshire DE5 6ES 

A most attractive, quiet, natural caravan and 
camping park set in 15 acres of field, easy access 
to all Derbyshire attractions. Suitable for individuals 
or rallies, separate field and camping equipment 
for 30. Help for setting up camp, ideal for schools, 
youth groups, guides and scouts units. 
Activities can be arranged for any number (and 
any age). Caving, canoeing, climbing, educational 
and historical walks, abseiling, shooting, archery 
and many more; including many sports. 

Contact us for further details 
Hazel and George Morgan (0773) 833607 
Hilary and Dennis Badhams (0773) 590535 
★ OPEN ALL YEAR ★ 

1-4 Berth Caravan for hire with awning. 
— Touring 


Cottages 
South West 

Clifford House, Bridge Road 
Shaldon, Devon TQ14 ODD 

Tel: (0626) 872314 

Contact us now for a lovely 
selection of character cottages, 
apartments, bungalows, many 
with sea views or on the waters 
edge in picturesque Shaldon, 
Teignmouth, Torbay, Dartmoor 
and South Hams. 

Please telephone or write for a 
fully illustrated brochure. 



PILGRIM ADVENTURE 
HOLIDAYS ’92 

Camping and walking holidays 
within the UK. 

All ages, leisurely pace, Christian 
outlook. 

Contact: Pilgrim Adventure 
22 Downend Road, Fishponds, 
Bristol, BS16 5AP 


LANZAROTE 

Canary Islands 
Privately owned 
villa, sleeps 4/6, heated 
pool, tennis, near 
harbour, shops. 

Brochure: 0235 529447 



WYDALE 

York Diocesan Centre 

ENJOY THE PEACE AND BEAUTY 

Open all year round for mid-week 
conferences, day/weekend 
bookings, private guests. 

New Year, new beginnings 17/19 JAN 
School for Healing Prayer 
March Break 

Myers Briggs Basic Course 
Easter Walking Holiday 
May Break 
Flower Festival 
*21-101’ Week 
Family Holiday Week 1 
Family Holiday Week 2 
•21-101' Week 
Healing Conference 

For further details please contact: 
The Warden, Wydale, York Diocesan 
Centre, Brompton by Sawdon, 
Scarborough, North Yorkshire, Y013 
9DG. Tel: (0723) 859270 


9/12 MAR 
23/27 MAR 
13/15 APR 
16/23 APR 
25/29 MAY 
5 JULY 
13/17 JULY 
22/29 AUG 
29 AUG/4 SEPT 
14/18 SEPT 
19/22 OCT 


The Salvation Army 

RED SHIELD SERVICES 

CAMBRIA HOUSE is a 60 bed hotel 
situated in Central London close to 
Kings Cross/St Pancras and EustOn 
stations. 

We offer the following accommodation 

Single Room £17 per night 

Twin/Double room £27 per night 

Double £35 per night 

(private bathroom) 

All inclusive of VAT and full English 
Breakfast 

For reservations write to: 
Captain Anthony Smyth, Manager, 
(b), Cambria House, 37 Hunter 
Street, London WC1 N 1 BJ or Tel: 
071-837 9160 / Fax 071-837 1229 
Please note: No smoking allowed in the Hotel 
CAMBRIA HOUSE — The Red 
SHIELD Hotel in London 


EASTBOURNE 

Come and enjoy Christian 
fellowship at GAINSBORO 

Monday to Friday, £60, bed, 
breakfast and evening meal 
(February/March) 

Also vacancies for Easter and 
Season 

Send SAE for Brochure to 
Arthur and Lily Briffitt 
19 Burlington Place 
Telephone 0323 410919 


CR0Y, IVERNESS 1 VI 2PJ 
TEL: 066-78 258 

Historic 15th century castle set in 
extensive woodland estate near 
sea coast. Ideal touring centre for 
the Scottish Highlands. Comfort- 
able bedrooms, most with bath- 
rooms and showers en-suite, tea 
making facilities plus heating. Com- 
mended for good food and varied 
menu. Nature trials, sports facilities, 
fishing or relax in beautiful grounds. 
Unlicensed. Enjoy a memorab e 
holiday in relaxed Christian atmos- 
phere. You’ll want to come back. 
Moderate terms. Also available, 
modem self catering house, sleeps 
6. Reductions on weekly stays and 
for children. Brochure on request. 


HEALEY 

MILL 

Christian Holiday Centre 
in the Yorkshire Dales 
Former mill complex near Masham, 
tastefully converted into self-catering 
holiday accommodation. Facilities for 
groups of up to 25, games room, TV, 
laundry. 

Send sae for brochure to: 
Jean Dawson, Dept DR, The 
Bam, Healey, Masham, Rlpon, 
North Yorks 
Tel: 0765 689774 


Fellowship & Fun 
Exciting Activity 
Holidays on the 
Isle of Wight 


RYA Dinghy Sailing Courses 
Beginners and All Levels 


Cruising on 33ft yacht 
and RYA Practical Courses 


Multi-activity Holidays 
so Painting & Drawing Week 


OR Accommodation only 


FLUXTON FARM 



For brochure: 

Ann and Maurice Forth 
Fluxton Farm, 
Ottery St Mary 
Devon, EX11 1RJ 
Tel: (040-481) 2818 


Charming 16th Century 
Farmhouse. Set in lovely Otter 
Valley, four miles from beach 
at Sidmouth. Two acres of 
beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires, beamed candlelit 
dining room, central heating, 
teasmade, two lounges, one 
non-smoking. All double room 
en-suite. Licensed. Excellent 
food using local fresh 
produce. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast from £190 pppw. 
Garden railway and putting 
green. 


Good food and comfortable accommodation. 
Come and enjoy Christian Fellowship, there 
Is something for every member of the family. 
Free comprehensive brochure. 


Medina Valley 




Medina Valley Centre Dodnor Lane 
Newport Isle of Wight POJO STL 

0983 522195 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY CENTRES 


4 SELF-CATERING CENTRES IN ENGLAND & SCOTLAND 

Accommodation for groups of 8-168. Ideal for holidays, camp 
activities, and study base all year round — suits all ages, 
indoor and outdoor sport. Plenty to do in beautiful surroundings. 
Send for full details to: 

Christine Woods, Barnabas Trust 
FREEPOST, Tonbridge, Kent TN1 1 9BR 

(NO STAMP REQUIRED) 

TELEPHONE: 0732 354690 


Darnabai Truit 



February 

17-21* 

April 

16-21 

June 

1-8 

July* 

20-25 

August* 


Winter Break (for individuals & families) 

Holy Week & Easter Houseparty — Ceremonies 
according to: Services & Prayers (The Red Book') 
Painting & Prayer Retreat 
Organised by P & P Movement 


Family Holiday break (for individuals & families) 
Family Holiday Week (for individuals & families) 


DIOCESE OF CHELMSFORD 
YOUTH SERVICE 



A FULLY REFURBISHED 
14th CENTURY CHURCH 

ASHELDHAM YOUTH CHURCH 

can now accommodate 30 young 
people and 8 leaders in 
comfortable, reasonably priced, 
centrally heated accommodation. 

Fully equipped kitchen for self- 
catering. 

Chapel. Class/workroom. TV and 
video. Gaines field. 

Situated in the Essex countryside 
between the riven Black water and 
Crouch. 

Ideal for sailing, canoeing, 
walking, etc. 

Now taking bookings for weekends 
and weeks in 1992. 

Details from : 

The Warden, The Rcvd. Ian Finn, 
The Vicarage, Tillingham, 
Southminster, Essex CM0 7TW 

Tel: 0621 778017 


Augi 

8-15 

September 
18-20 
October 
12-16 
October* 

19-23 
December 
24-28 

Private retreatants and quiet days welcome 
‘Specie! reductions for clergy and their families 


Painting & Prayer Retreat 
Organised by P & P Movement 

Retreat for Clergy 

'Autumn Break' (for individuals & families) 
Christmas H/party (bookings open from October) 
Cost: to be advised 


Annan Court Conference and Holiday Centre 

Complete conterence and holiday facilities. 1 5- 
175 people. Large meeting, dining, lounge, 
recreation room, sports barn. Annan Court is 
available for use by groups, families and 
organisations. Central heating. Hot and cold in all 
bathrooms. Swimming, tennis etc. Catering and 
bedding available or self-eater. Many places of 
interest. 

ROOMS: 40-50 bedrooms to suit singles, couples, 
families and young people. 


Easons Green, Nrtlckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5RE 

Booking Secretary: Mr Vince Tel; (082 584) 387 



LETTONHALL ei 


Affordable accommodation for up to 125 from doubles 
to dormitories. Country-house style living in the main 
hall or rooms in the converted stables grouped round 
the cobble courtyard of Dolphin Court. Be away from it 
all in the heart of rural Norfolk, yet within easy reach 
of a host of interesting places. Self-eater or be catered 
for. Supervised go-karting on 400m track, plus plenty 
of grounds for outdoor sports, wooded walks, barbecues, 
etc. Special reductions for children and midweek 
bookings. 

Contact Peter Carroll for more information 
TEL. (0362) 820717 
Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk 1P25 7SA 


RETREAT & HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMME 1992 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat 
Centre, Rydal Hall, Ambleside LA22 9LX 
Tel : 05394 32050 Fax: 05394 34887 
Apply to the Warden, Rydal Hall Community 

All prices are at the adult rate. Children's tariff available on request. 



A HOUSE FOR THE LORD ... 
... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 
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TRAVEL SELL-OUT. West 
Coast Holiday Package to 
Los Angeles and Disneyland 
for 10 days, Free Car Hire. 

Original Value £531. Strictly 
first 100 callers £99.50 per 
person. Phone our Travel 
Hotline now on 0223 300304. 

HOLIDAYS EXCLUSIVELY for singles 
and those now on their own. Many for 
individual age groups. Brochure: Rhos- 
Uyn, Penparc, Cardigan, West Wales. 
Tel: (0239) 614501. 


CAPSTONE ARCHWAY 
& COMPANY 

106 Cardigan Street 
Oxford, OX2 6BW 

For all your stationery and office 
supplies, equipment and 
furniture, with friendly and 
efficient service at low cost just 
ring Bill Wilson on 
(0865) 58557 


NEW, USED & 
PERIOD OFFICE 
FURNITURE 

P 6 Unbeatable discounts on 
modern office furniture 
• Reproduction and antique 
desks 

• Best selection of used office furniture 
in Home Counties — all at keenest 
terms 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat by appointment only 

Immediate cash for your surplus 
office furniture 


COMP-STAT 

The Old Mill House. Aylesbury 
Road. Wing. Bucks, LU7 OPE 

Tel: (0296) 688543 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered 
by an experienced, 
qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 

One-to-one 

consultations, help with 
job search, preparation 
and production of CV’s, 
interview techniques and 
personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First 
hours’ consultation free 
with no obligation. 
Please telephone 
UEX-TIMESLICE 

21 Broadway, 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1 JK. (0628) 785466 


^ t0VE % 
Q HERBS ^ 

A Fascinating Video on : 

O Creating a herb garden 
O Varieties and their cultivation 
O Cooking and winemaking 
O Around the home 
O Perfume and aromatherapy 
Please telephone or write for free brochure to 
Brunei Video, Packsaddle Lodge, Chelford Road, 
Presfibuiy, Macclesfield, Cheshire 
SK104PT. • Tel: 0625 829121 -i 
Running Time: Approx. 75 mins.fl 

Makes fln Ideal Gift 



VOK K TRIALS 


WELLS CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

There will be a Choral Trial on Saturday, 1st 
February 1992 for entry in September 1992 or 
January 1993 for boys between approximately 
8 and 10 yean. 

Choristen normally receive Bursaries of 40% 
of fees payable whilst in the Choir and are 
educated at Wells Cathedral School, where 
they usually ren\ain until University. Candi- 
dates for entry to the Senior School at 10.6 
years may apply for places under the D.E.S. 
Assisted Places Scheme. Ex-Chorister Bursar- 
ies are available. The School is co-educational 
with 360 boarden and 450 day places. A 
chorister may apply for an additional academic 
scholarship. The school is designated by the 
D.E.S. as one of the four specialist music 
schools in England. 

For further details of Chorfaterships and the 
School write to: The Master of the Junior 
School, Write Cathedral Junior School (DR/91), 
10 New Street, Weils, Somerset, BA5 21Q. 


JERRAMS 

BROTHERS 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

108 OXFORD STREET 
WOODSTOCK 
OXFORD OX17 1TX 
Telephone: 
811491/812346 


St. Michael and All Angels 
Beaconsfield Bucks, 

ORGANIST/ 

CHOIRMASTER 

Required 

Sung Eucharist every Sunday at 
10.00 am. 

Rite B 

Good enthusiastic choir 
RSCM rates 

Apply tO: 

The Reverand Richard T. 
Woodward 
The Parsonage, 

St. Michael's Green, 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks. HP9 2BN 
Tel. (0494) 673464 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD. 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Attendance 


911 London Road, Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


1 ’"XPHlliP MANlsljl 

(WAimiDS 

I VESTVTaT DkLSIGMS 
ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY — 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 

Photographs and details from: 

St Deny’s Bookshop, 235/237 
Manchester Corn Exchange, 
Hanging Ditch, M4 3BP 
Tel: 061-835 1069 
(home: 0942 813280) 


?? UMESCALE ?? 

BATH RESTORATION 

★ Chemical cleaning 

★ Polishing 

★ Re-enamelling 
Free advice and quote 


Tel. (0734) 311982 (anytime) 


CASTLE COURT 
FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

A private family 
business that cares, 
serving Chiltern and 
South Bucks area. 

90 Broad Street, 
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3ED 
s Chesham (0494) 791931 


PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


Make a lovely service even 
better, have your favourite 
music sung during the 
signing of the Register. 
For friendly advice contact: 

Alison 
L’Estrange 
Tel: 084428 427 


A B &T a pfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 
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Christmas 
story on 
screen 

The Christmas Story was 
written on a computer by 
Dr Bill Geers of High 
Wycombe. He is a Reader 
at St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Hughenden. The 
video is really designed for 
younger children (3-7 years) 
but all the same I enjoyed 
it. With it come some notes 
for parents and activities for 
the children and the words 
and guitar chords for the 
songs. 

■v^ 



The video tells the story 
of Christmas starting with 
the angel coming to Mary 
and lasts for 30 minutes. It 
has two songs in it — and 
at the end you have to 
explain the story while the 
video goes through it again 
without the words. It is 
published by the Bible So- 
ciety, and bookshops sell it 
for £14.95. I thought it was 
highly educational and well 
worth getting. 

Jonathan Zwart (aged 10) 
Jonathan goes to Bruern 


Abbey School and lives in 



This Burne-Jones angel from 
a Christ Church Cathedral 
window is one of 46 illustra- 
tions from Burne-Jones and 
William Morris in Oxford 
and the Surrounding Area by 
Ann Dean (Heritage Press, 1 
James’s Drive, Malvern 
WR14 2UD, £6.95). 

This is a newly published 
introduction and includes col- 
oured and black and white 
photographs of stained glass, 
plus close-up details of tex- 
tiles, carpets and wallpaper. 
New information includes 
Morris’s letters, and there is 
a glossary, reading list and 
gazeteer which lists 40 places 
in Oxford and the Cotswolds 
and near Reading and Wind- 
sor. 

Apart from the Cathedral 
itself, Easthamp-stead, 
Bloxham and West Woodhay 
are also among other church 
buildings mentioned. 

Also from Heritage Press 
is Ann Dean’s William Morris 
Christmas Book (£2.95) with 
a colour frontispiece of the 
Burne-Jones Virgin and 
Child window at Tilehurst, 
and a Burne-Jones and Wil- 
liam Morris Postcard Book 
(£2.50). All should be avail- 
able from good bookshops in 
the area. 


Christmas choice 
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The Oxford Christmas Story 
Book (OUP, £8.95) 

A new beautifully illustrated 
treasury of 19 stories both 
religious and secular special- 
ly written for the book by 
well known children’s 
authors. At £8.95 in hard- 
back the book is excellent 
value. 


Bookshops are bursting with 
good things at this time of 
the year, and trying to choose 
a book for a friend or 
relative can be an impossible 
task. To help you we have 
invited six people who run 
church bookstalls to recom- 
mend their favourite books. 
Richard Ferguson, Team 
Rector of Upton Cum 
Chalvey: 

In our rush to be relevant, 
we often forget our roots — 
yet this is where sustenance 
and inspiration come from. 
So may I commend a little 
book of prayers in the Celtic 
style, in which the every 
day is shot through with the 
Divine Glory: The Edge of 
Glory by David Adam 
(Triangle Books, £1.95) 
Joanna McGrath, St And- 
rew’s Church, North Oxford: 
I like All God’s Children by 
Joni Eareckson Tada and 
Gene Newman (Marshall 
Pickering, £3.95) because it 
gives an intelligent and sen- 
sitive insight into the world 
of the disabled person. It 
draws on secular expertise, 
but is scripturally centred. 
There is plenty of practical 
advice concerning the minis- 
try of the Church to the 


disabled, and it contains 
several extremely moving 
poems written by disabled 
individuals. 

Mary Hanks, Church Kiosk 
Manageress, Central Milton 
Keynes: 

Gospel End by Robert Frost 
(Minstrel Monarch ACP, 
£3.99) is a heart moving 
book — a really good read 
with a satisfying ending 
which I would give to any 
of my friends. It concerns a 
tightly knit group of people 
enveloped by a life-long 
traditional chapel culture. 
Slowly, all they hold dear is 
destroyed. The new minister 
in trying to find the way 
ahead highlights many of 
the issues facing young 
Christians nowadays. The 
story is a parable of what 
could happen in Britain to- 
day. 

Dennis E Parker, Greyfriars 
Bookshop, Reading: 

Seeking God by Joni 
Eareckson Tada (Word 
Books, £4.99) is a beautifully 
presented and printed book 
which is intended to lead us 
forward in our prayer life, 
and hence in our journey 
along God’s way. The three 


sections begin with everyday 
situations identifiable to all 
from teenage onwards, and 
continue with basic truths 
and finally praise to the 
Father and then in a very 
straightforward way to 
prayer. This book could 
become a well loved com- 
panion for many years, and 
is suitable for your present 
list for teenagers to pension- 
ers, new Christians to old 
faithfuls. 

All Saints, Wokingham 
Bookstall: 

We have been running a 
bookstall for 15 years and 
have found that books by 
Gerard Hughes, SJ have 
sold consistently well. In all 
his books he is able to 
make the connection be- 
tween the outer journey 
and the inner one using his 
insights from Ignatian spiri- 
tuality. Start with his first 
book, God of Sup rises, but 
if you have read and enjoyed 
that then we recommend his 
latest, Walk to Jerusalem 
(Darton, Longman and 
Todd, £7.99). It is in diary 
form and describes his actual 
walk to Jerusalem as well as 
his spiritual reflections. 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children’s Stories 
and Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A.24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW61TD 



Old Chapel Restorations 
DOES YOUR FURNITURE LOOK AS 
IF IT’S SEEN BETTER DAYS? 

THEN RING 0327 61699 

Re-veneering, Marquetry, French Polishing and Small Cabinet Work. 
Contact John Curie for all your needs 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1980 


PORCELAIN 

RESTORATION 

Porcelain, china, pottery, 
stoneware, antique or modem. 
Single crack or multiple break. 
Please telephone for an estimate: 

Margret Campbell 
049163 618 


DO YOU HAVE 
A BOOK TO 
PUBLISH? 

Then Pentland Press 
can help you 


The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh - Cambridge * Durham 

We are an established independent 
publishing house and can arrange the 
complete publication of vour book. We 
will edit, design, produce, promote, 
warehouse and sell your book for you 
on a fee basis. 

Write now to: Anthony PhiUips 
The Pentland Press 
Editorial Office (Door) 
Brockerscliffe 

Witton le Wear, Durham DL14 OBJ 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION < S££/V> 
Quality and Reliability at t-ON TVjSi 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you arc 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

Wc are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
.5. Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, Rossendale. 
Lancashire, BB4 9JQ 


ICON & HOLINESS 

1992 

The icon calendar (hat 
becomes a book to treasure 


4 A3. 54 pages 
4 24 icons with explanation 
4 An Eastern religious poem 
4 Orthodox & Roman calendars 

£11.95 + £3.50 p&p 
4 A gift of distinction from: 

St Paul MultiMedia 
Productions UK 

Middle Green • Slough • SL3 6BS 
Tel: 0753 577629 
Fax: 0753 51 1809 



ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HAWARDEN (near Chester) 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 
1992 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND 
HIS ORDER 

Br Anselm SSF, Dr Michael Robson 
OFM Conv, Dr Denys Turner, Dr 
Colin Richmond, Fr Maurice Sheehan 
OFM Cap 
20-27 June 

Full Board, Lectures and Tours £250 

THE CHRISTIAN 
ENCOUNTER WITH OTHER 
FAITHS 

Revd Alan Race, Rabbi Dr Norman 
Solomon, Bishop Kenneth Cragg 
27 July-7 August 

Full Board, Lectures and Tours £329 
GREEN IN A WEEK 
Revd John Dobson, author of ‘Learn 
New Testament Greek’. 

8-15 August 

Full Board and Classes £220 
For bookings and further details, 
please write to: 

The Booking Secretary 
St Deiniol’s Library, 

Ha warden, Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 
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WHAT’S ON 


DECEMBER 

Sun 1 LITTLEMORE, Oxford. Con- 
cert by the Christminster Singers, 
specialists in West Gallery Music a 
form of 17-19th century church 
music, particularly relevant to Christ- 
mas. 7.30pm SS Mary & Nicholas 
Church. £j (£2 cone) at the door or 
from Tom and Heather Bower 0865 
715067. 

Sun 1 HENLEY ON THAMES (from 
Nov 29) ‘One Solitary Life’, a 
musical advent play performed by 
members of St Margarets Harpsden. 
7.30pm Gillotts School. Tickets 0491 
571963 or 572304. 

Wed 4 READING. A talk by Adrian 
and Bridget Plass on Christian Family 
Life. 7.30pm Greyfriars Centre, Friar 
St. £2. Details and reservations: 
0734 587369. 

Thurs 5 READING. Kriss Akabussi, 
world gold medal athlete talks about 
his life and gives his testimony. 
Kriss will also be signing copies of 
his new book. 7.30pm Greyfriars 
Centre, Friar'St. £1. Bookings: 0734 
587369. 

Fri 6 MERTON, nr Bicester. Choir 
of Ashfold School sing Carpls for 
Christmas. 7.30pm St Swithin’s 
Church. 


DOORWAY 

No love that in a family dwells , 
No carolling in frosty halls 
Nor all the steeple shaking bells 
Can with this single truth compare 
That God was man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and 
Wine. 

From John Betjeman’s poem, 
Christmas. 


Fri 6 ISLIP. St Nicholas Day candle 
service. 5pm 

Fri 6-Sun 8 SUTTON COURTENAY, 
The Abbey. Thomas Merton — A 
Study Retreat, with the Revd Canon 
Donald Allchin. 6.30pm Fri-2pm 
Sun. Details: 0235 847401. 

Fri 6 HEADINGTON, Oxford. Head- 
ington Singers and Orchestra Christ- 
mas Concert. Holst St Paul’s Suite, 
Vaughan Williams Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols & other seasonal 
music. Retiring collection. 8pm All 
Saints Church, Lime Walk. 

Sat 7 SUTTON COURTENAY. Two 
workshops at The Abbey. The King- 
dom Within, with the Revd Dr 
Susan Cole-King, and New Econ- 
omics 3: Personal Change, Social 
Reform and New Understanding, 
with James Robertson and Elizabeth 
Nathaniels. Both 10am-5pm with 
lunch. Details: 0235 847401. 

Sun 8 PIDDINGTON, Oxon. Chil- 
dren’s Service for St Nicholastide. 
Address by Canon Guy Chapman. 
10.30am St Nicholas Church. In aid 
of Helen House Hospice. 

Thurs 12-Sun 15 ALDERMASTON. 
York Nativity Play. 35th consecutive 
year. 8pm during the week, 7pm 
weekends. Tickets free from P W 
Dolphin, Kennet, Church Rd, 
Aldermaston RG7 4LR. SAE please. 
Sat 14 DEDDINGTON. Two Mystery 
Plays: The Shepherds and The Kings 
plus carols and a chance to chat 
afterwards. 7.30pm at SS Peter & 
Paul. Adults £1.50, children 50p. 
Details. 0869 38153. 

Wed 18 WANTAGE. Healing service. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. 
8pm Parish Church of SS Peter & 
Paul. Details: 02357 2829. 

Thurs 19-Mon 23 OXFORD. The 
University Church of St Mary the 


Virgin presents ‘The Business of 
Good Government’ by John Arden 
and Margaretta D’Arcy. 8pm and 
matinee on Sun 22 at 3pm. £4 (cone 
£2.50) from Church Office, 0865 
243806. 

Fri 20 F1NGEST. Laying on of 
hands and Anointing at Holy Com- 
munion. 10.15am St Bartholomews. 
Fri 20-Sat 21 CHIEVELEY. Medi- 
eval Mystery Play of 11 scenes from 
the Annunciation to the Presentation 
at the Temple. 8pm Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. £2 (cone. £1). 
Tickets and details: John Lewis, 17 
Heathfields, Chieveley, Newbury, 
Berks RG16 8TY, 0635 248161. 

Sat 21 WANTAGE. Words and 
music for Christmas compiled by 
Fidna Godlee and Graham Blyth. 
Challow Chamber Singers. 7.30pm 
Wantage Parish Church. Tickets 
from Millers. Details: 02357 4278. 

Sat 21 ASHBURY. Stations of the 
Nativity. A community service of 
worship for everyone with costumes, 
a live donkey and a star flare fired 
on a distant hill! Hymns, readings 
and prayers as the procession wends 
its way through the village via the 
local inn to Reader’s barn. 6pm 
Ashbury crossroads. 

Sat 21 EAST SHEFFORD. Service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols. 3pm 
East Shefford Church. Everyone 
welcome. 

Sun 22 ABINGDON. The Bishop of 
Oxford re-dedicates the restored 
14th century ceiling at St Helen’s 
Church at a special candlelit service. 
6.30pm. 

Wed 25 COOKHAM. Traditional 
service of carols by candlelight. 
6.30pm Holy Trinity Church, Come 
early to be sure of a seat! 


JANUARY 

Sat 18 SEER GREEN. Concert of 
music for piano duet, flute and 
voice. Ian Rees-Heaver, piano/or- 
gan; Vicci Mitchell-Luker, pi- 
ano/mezzo soprano; Ann Davidson, 
flute. Includes works by Mozart, 
Handel, Faure, Britten, Cole Porter. 
7.30pm Holy Trinity. £2.50, children 
£1. Details: 0494 677293. 

Fri 24 FINGEST. Laying on of 
hands and Anointing at Holy Com- 
munion. 10.15am St Bartholomews. 
Sat 25 READING. Sexuality and 
HIV disease. The first of three 
workshops organised by Churches 
Together with Health Education. 
Others are: Feb 29 Women and 
Children and HIV disease; March 
28 Caring for people with HIV 
disease. 9.15am-lpm, Wesley Meth- 
odist Church Hall, Queens Road. 
Free but places must be booked in 
advance. A basic understanding of 
the facts about HIV/AIDS will be 
assumed. Details: Janet Fee 0734 
586161, ext 2206, Jo Saunders 0628 
663301 or Derek West 0753 526369. 
Wed 29 OXFORD. Oxford Project 
for Peace Studies lecture. The Holy 
See and the Gulf War, by Peter 
Hebblethwaite, journalist and 
specialist in Vatican affairs. 8.15pm 
St Anthony’s College. Free. Details: 
Oxford Project for Peace Studies, 
Belsyre Court, 57 Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford OX2 6HU, 0865 311606. 


NOTICES 

CAP AND GOWN Phillocordia organ 
(electronic valve) in good order, 
recently re-tuned. Enquiries/offers: 
Oliver Spencer 0628 604005. 

LARGE PRINT edition of Mission 


Praise, combined edition. Free to 
any congregation which would put it 
to good use. Contact: 0635 248408. 

THE NATIONAL RETREAT ASSO- 
CIATION is holding its first confer- 
ence “Sharing God”. June 1-4 1992 
at Hayes Conference Centre, 
Swanick, Derbs. £78. Details: NR A, 
Conference 1992 Secretary, Liddon 
House, 24 South Audley St, London 
W1Y 5DL, 071-493 3534. 

THE SISTERS OF THE SOCIETY 
OF PRECIOUS BLOOD are always 
pleased to receive request for prayer. 
Write to Burnham Abbey, Lake 
End Road, Taplow, Maidenhead, 
SL6 OPW. 


OXON ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
needs part-time executive secretary 
two days a week. You should have 
a strong commitment to church 
unity, good organising ability and 
the ability to establish good personal 
relationships with churches and 
church bodies in Oxon and with 
ecumenical organisations nationwide. 
Details: The Revd Alan Simmonds, 
5 Upland Park Road, Oxford OX2 
7RU. 

125 YEARS OF ALL SAINTS 
CHURCH, ASCOT is a new booklet 
by local historian Mary Clearc. 
£1.50 from Mrs M Cleare, 29 
Gainsborough Drive, Ascot Berk- 
shire SL5 8TA. A contribution 
towards p & p would be welcome. 


The Cathedral Church of Christ, Oxford 
Dean: The Very Revd John Drury, MA 
Tel: 0865 276161 
Christmas Services 
Dec 25: Holy Communion 8am 
Matins 10am — Preacher: The Dean 
Sung Eucharist 11.15am — Preacher: The Bishop of Oxford 
Evensong 6pm 
Dec 26: Evensong 6pm 


Crossword for Christmas 
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ACROSS 

1. First line of a carol (4,2, 5, 6, 4) 

12. Traditional Christmas beast (2) 

13. Wise Men (4) 

14. Greek letter (2) 

16. French nobleman (3) 

17. Summoner to church (4) 

20. Baby’s bed (3) 

21. An Exclamation (2) 

23. River (2) 

24. Eagle (4) 

26. Else (2) 

27. No (Scots) (3) 

29. Thank you (2) 

30. Male pronoun (2) 

32. Novice (4) 

35. Maybe followed by 13 (7,4) 

38. (See 1 down) 

41. Not (2) 

43. Company (2) 

44. For bender! (3) 

46. Also (3) 

47. Brace (3) 

48. Plural pronoun (2) 

49. Lord Lieutenant (2) 

50. During (2) 

51. Negative (2) 

52. An exclamation (2) 

53. Creator (5) 

54. Winter hazard (3) 

56. (See 25 down) 

57. Dawn chorus? (5,4) 


DOWN 

1. & 38 across 1st line of a carol 
0,6,4, 2,9) 

2. Mate of 12 (3) 

3. Former (2) 

4. Atomic particle (7) 

5. Traditional fruit for stockings 
(7) 

6. Type of hymn tune 

7. Father (3) 

8. Fever (4) 

9. Incumbent (5) 

10. Austere Muslim (7) 

14. Noise of 2 & 12 (3) 

15. & 43 St Nicholas (5,5) 

17. Wager (3) 

18. Age (3) 

19. Natural Logarithm (2) 

22. Hirsute growth! (4) 

25. & 56 1st line of carol (3,5,6) 

28. Hesitation (2) 

31. Printer’s measure (2) 

33. No longer used (8) 

34. Eternal (7) 

36. Image worshipper (7) 

37. What 35 did (7) 

39. Salute (5) 

40. Fortunately (7) 

42. New (3) 

43. (see 15 down) 

45. Drowned valley (3) 


Our crossword has been compiled by Cedric Reavley of Burford . 
The answers are at the bottom of page 7. To avoid cheating you 
could cut them out first and put them in a sealed envelope ! 


Eight plus two 



The eight bells at St Mary’s, Long Crendon have been 
ringing the changes since 1768. And the neighbouring 
Eight Bells public house has been pulling the pints for 
just about as long. But following major restoration and 
restructuring work, the belfry at St Mary’s now supports 
a peal of ten bells. 

Will the pub change its name we wonder? Somehow 
‘The Ten Bells’ doesn’t ring true. “It’s been the Eight 
Bells for so long,” explains the vicar, the Revd Stanley 
Young, “that some of us think it should stay as it is.” 
The decision rests with the brewery. 

The two new bells were cast at the Whitechapel 
Foundry in London and the existing eight were re-tuned. 
Costs escalated from an estimate of £75,000 two years 
ago to £100,000. The money was raised from an English 
Heritage grant, the Diocesan Guild of Bellringers and a 
massive fundraising effort. 


LOCAL RADIO 

BBC RADIO OXFORD (FM 95.2 stereo AM 1485 kHs/202M): Sundays 7- 
9am Spirit Level. Christian magazine programmes which provide a 
mouthpiece for the churches. Mondays to Fridays 7.55am. Topical' 
Thoughts. Over Christmas: Sunday Dec 22, 7 -8am. A Sprit Level Special. 
Carol requestes from all over the world; Tuesday 24, 6pm. The City 
Centre Carol Service. Recorded at a special service at St Michael at the 
North Gate, Oxford on Tuesday December 17; Wednesday 25, 7.55am. 
Bishop Richard’s Christmas message. 12.03 “Christmas at the Nuffield”. 
Hedley Feast goes “Down Your Way” to see how they celebrate 
Christmas at one of Oxford’s busiest hospitals. 

RADIO 210 (102.9FM 97 VHF FM): Sundays 8-9am The Sunday 
Breakfast Show with Graham Rogers and Eunice Cooper. Musk, 
interviews, competitions, Church news. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMPTON (104.2FM or 103.6FM 1107 MW): 
Sundays 7.30-9am Saint on Sunday. A Christian magazine programme of 
Church news, bible stories, hymns etc. 

CHILTERN RADIO (96.9FM 828AM): Sundays 7.40am-8am Supergold 
Sunday with Robbie Crawley. Combines interviews with musk and news. 

HORIZON RADIO, Milton Keynes (103.3FM): Wednesdays 9- 10pm 
Connect. A magazine of news and local events. 

FOX FM (102.6FM): Sundays 6-10am The Breakfast Show with Adrian 
Maughan. Includes a Christian What’s On and Thought of the Day at 
7.50am and 8.50am. 

Mondays to Fridays 11.50pm Thought for Midnight with The Bishop on 
Oxford on Fridays. 

BBC RADIO BEDFORDSHIRE (630 kHz 103.8FM 104.5FM) Sundays 7- 
9am Melting Pot. A religious magazine programme reflecting the scene in 
Bucks, Beds and Herts with Barry Amis a Church Army Officer based in 
Milton Keynes. 


Unusual Gifts 


for Discerning People 
of all ages 

PRINTS AND POSTERS 
COMPLETE PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES 



FRAMING LTD 

3 London Road 
Bicester 
0869 320494 


The Craft Shop 
26 High Street 
Watlington 
0491-61 3571 


THE DOOR 

The Diocese of Oxford Reporter 

100,000 COPIES 

OF THIS SPECIAL CHRISTMAS ISSUE 

Delivered throughout Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway. Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


! 


<CX St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 

AT YOUR SERVICE 


BIBLES 

ACROSS THE 

GREETINGS CARDS 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

DIOCESE 

POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 

A.S.B.’s 

57c St Clements ^3- 65 St ^ eet 

OvfnrH Great Missenden 

FRAMED PICTURES 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

uxioro n , 

OX4 1AG uJSSi a 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

Tel* 10865) 247567 HP16 0AA 

lei. 24/30/ Tel . ( 02406 ) 2 168 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 
Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP11 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 


f OMMI I MLN I 
" w.th 
OMPASSION 


24 Hour Service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 


EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Director 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 IQS 
Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 528293/520958 



Grm Open OS9S.OO 


viscount 

FOR 

Classically voiced Organs for 
church and home. 

Using the unique technology of Sampled Sound we can bring 
the sound of traditional pipe organ music to your church — 
large or small. And, with the aid of Midi, ‘expand’ the 
instrument to play the sound of almost any musical 
instrument, e.g. guitar, string. 

Please write to, or visit our showroom in Watford, 
5 Caxton Way, WD1 8UA. Tel: 0923 247437. 

Answerphone 071-370 3431 for brochures etc and demonstration 



Camohum 11 £525.00 
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But then the fi 
Who would have * 
would be found in 


blind us to the fact (a truisn 
one day cease to be — at a d 
predict. Such a faith is a 
haunting dread of what will 
human j^un^txon that we 
The world will wheth 
whimper. The Advent faith rc 
“when these things come to 
jhiii ** 


Stuart Blanch 


Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the 


Frank Blackwell photo- 
graphed a Salvation Army 
meeting in the centre of 
Oxford (above) as well as 
the Wednesday lunch club 
and the Salvation Army 
shop (below left). He also 
attended a service at the 
Citadel when Brigadier 
William Friend gave a 
testimony to celebrate his 
hundreth birthday. 


The Salvation Army 


Army. Each Wednesday 
they run a lunch club for 
elderly people, and at Christ- 
mas they distribute parcels 
to those in need, plaiy carols 
for the inmates of Oxford 
Prison and provide tradition- 
al Christmas dinner and tea 
for anyone who is lonely. 

Major Bill Green, Ox- 
ford’s citadel’s commander 
is aware that the Army may 
be almost too popular for 
its own good but believes 
that its cosy image can be 
put to good use. “People 
like us and trust us and feel 
at one with us, and the best 
way to use our popularity is 
to make it a platform for 
evangelism.” he says. 


Christmas would not seem 
like Christmas without a 
Salvation Army band playing 
carols under the street 
lamp. It was the Army’s 
founder. General Booth, 
who said: “Why should the 
devil have all the best 
tunes?” However preoccup- 
ied we are with worldly 
things, those stirring notes 
can still lift the spirits and 
stop us in our tracks. 

Nowadays, wherever the 
‘Sally Army’ go their minis- 
try is greeted with affection 
** — whether they are playing 
at an open air service, giving 
out cups of tea to weary 
soldiers in the Gulf, or 
comforting the bereaved at 
Zeebrugge or Hillingdon. 
But it has not always been 
so. 

The Army was established 
by William Booth more than 
a century ago. A former 
Methodist Minister who 
wanted to be an itinerant 
evangelist, he founded the 
Christian Missioners in 1865 
which soon afterwards be- 
came the Salvation Army. 
Believing that if the people 
wouldn’t come to church 
Jbe church must go to the 
people, he held his first 
meetings outside the Blind 
Beggar pub in the East End 
of London. His first soldiers, 
who had been ‘saved’ in the 
gin palaces of Hackney and 
Bethnal Green, risked not 
only- ridicule and physical 
attack but even death and 
imprisonment as they fought 
the good fight for Christ. 

Today, life may be less 
dangerous for the members 
of the Oxford Salvation 
Army Citadel in Albion 
Place, but it is no less 
rigorous. Soldiers (lay mem- 
bers) are still expected to 
accept the eleven articles of 
faith and an ethical code 
which includes abstinence 
from drugs, alcohol and to- 
bacco. Officers (clergy) may 
only marry another Salvation 


Army member. Services are 
non sacramental (“every 
meal is a sacrament”) with 
an emphasis on music and 
Scripture and with an oppor- 
tunity for anyone wanting 
to make a new commitment, 
to kneel at the ‘mercy seat’ 
below the altar. 

William Booth and his 
soldiers fought fervently to 
save souls, but also to 
improve the living conditions 
of London’s ‘submerged 
tenth’, and now their world- 
wide reputation for chari- 
table work is second to 
none. In Oxford a hostel 
for the homeless and the 
Night Shelter were both 
originally started by the 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 


58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 


MUSIC at OXFORD 
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9 DECEMBER 1991-4 JANUARY 1992 

12 Dec BRITTEN: A CEREMONY OF CAROLS Choir of New 

College, Oxford Traditional Christmas Celebration with Jean 
Marsh and John Mortimer readers 
14 Dec RICHARD STILGOE narrates The Relucant Dragon 
Children’s Musical Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford 
Family Christmas Carols and Readings 
21 Dec NYJO Big Band Christmas Jazz, Carols and Family Fun!! 

3 & 4 Jan THE FAIRER SAX Music Wit & Glamour Including 
4 Jan/2pm Family show. Book Early!! 


Further information and tickets — 

THE OXFORD BOX OFFICE at Dillons the Bookstore 

0865 791222 










